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ACT AND TESTIMONY. 


The author of the original draft of the paper, 
called the Act and Testimony, is as sensible as 
any one can be, of the extreme delicacy of his 
sijuation, in appearing before the public to uphold 
that instrament, and to defend the policy out of 
which it immediately originated, and that which 
it proposes to the real followers of Christ in the 
Presbyterian church. Yet he sees not how he 
can be silent, whether reference be had to his own 
character, to the mighty interests involved, or to 
the great respectability of some of those who have 
made the fact of the origin of this paper, a point 
of some consequence in determining their action 
in regard to it. He believes that he has a right to 
complain of the indelicacy of some of those with 
whom he usually acted, and of a still worse feel- 
ing on the part of many openly opposed to him, 

‘and tothe truth, who have, in numberless ways 
implicated him, in discussions which should have 
“4 proceeded on grounds unspeakably more elevated 
and enduring. Called in the first instance, to a 

task for which he felt his utter incompetency, by 

the deliberate and unanimous voice, of the wisest 

and best part of the Assembly of 1834, acting in 

; concert with others who were not members of that 
body, he performed the dangerous duty, which he 
was not allowed to decline, in such way as God 
enabled him; and then gladly fell back to his 
humble position in the ranks of those, who, hav- 
ing made the Act and Testimony their own, took 
their lives in their hands, to reform the church, on 
the grounds detailed in it. henceforth, it was 
the act of no man especially ; but of a great body 
of the elite of our church. Thenceforth, no one 
had a right to. call it his, nor any one to brand it 
with a doubtful or unworthy paternity ; least of 
all, had any friend the right to follow its reputed 

’ author to his privacy, (and there ‘*condemn with 
faint praise,’’ both his work and himself) after 
the manner that the possessed girl, at Philippi, 
followed the Apostles of the Lord. The public, 
therefore, will allow that to be performed, which 
may not, with honour, be declined any longer. 

And while the same sense of inability, which 
| would have shrunk from the preparation of that 
important paper, makes the present duty of 
“ defending it oppressive ; yet the same confidence 

in God, and the same readiness to lose all things 
-vather than his favour, which sustained our faint- 
ay ing hearts in the dark hour of trial, which pre- 

ceded and attended the issuing of the Act and 
\ Testimony, amid the scorn of our opposers, and 
the trembling of our friends, will not now forsake 
us, when He, whose best occasion to aid us, is in 
the greatest extremity of our affairs, has led us 
gloriously forth in the face of his enemies, setting 
our feet in large places, and giving us favour in 
the eyes of his most faithful followers. 

He must be blind, who does not see that the, 
human race is every where excited in a degree 
altogether unprecedented. In every land, upon 
every subject, old things are passingaway. The 
foundations of ages are torn up; the institutions 
of centuries are pulled down; the habitudes of 

rations are shaken off in an hour! The 
e school master has indeed been abroad, and 
nished one part of his work. He has required 
every thing to be tested afresh, and by new 
methods; he has set every human being to doing 
it! From this universal agitation, religion could 
neither expect nor desire exemption. To have 
done so, would have been to forget the glorious 
reformation of the sixteenth century; to over- 
look the frightful possibility of being shaken out 
of the hearts of men, by a stimulus on all other 
subjects, greater than its own. Nor has religion 
gained less than all things else, by this mighty 
movement—at the same time that she has suffered 
like all things else, by the spirit of the times, 
lashed up into wild extravagance. On the one 
hand, the slumber of years has been scared from 
her eyes, and she stands watchful, earnest, and 
~ yesolute, to achieve at all hazards, her sacred des- 

tiny. On the other hand, errors forgotten for ages 
have been new dressed in the trappings of the 
times, and sent out to kill the souls of men, 
while new and monstrous absurdities, combined 
from all quarters, and shaped out of the most 
opposing elements, have combined in one general 
assault upon the fabric of Christianity. 

That the Presbyterian church should altogether 
escape these influences, both for good and bad, it 
would have been folly to expect. Indeed, there 
are many reasons to render it probable that she, 
of all others, would be most deeply affected, one 
way or the other, by the spirit and the movements 
of the age. The character of her clergy, educa- 
ted on principle, and more than most others, the 
depositories and the directors of the learning of our 
land; the great extent and intelligence of her 
members; the wide compass of her boundary; 
the enlarged views which threw her with open 
arms, upon all the great catholic efforts of the day ; 
the confiding liberality which set her doors wide 
open for access; and the perfect readiness with 
which other sects were admitted to the most inti- 
mate correspondence, or rather as to some, real 
affiliation ; these, and many such causes, opera- 
ted to make our church the receptacle of every 
thing that could do us good, or do us harm, and 
the very arena for the contest between all antago- 
nist principles, to which our condition could give 

birth. And such has been the fact. We have 
made higher efforts than most other sects; but 
we have neglected our true condition more than 
any other. We have grasped every thing; and 
embracing much that was precious, we have raked 
together nearly every species of impurity. We 
have systematically underrated all the peculiari- 
tiés of our own system, until the features of all 
other systems are struggling in heterogeneous 
deformity amongst us. We have been tolerant 
by sabinence, to every folly of every man, that 
chose to take offence at every thing good in our 
midst; until not only are most kind of errors 
grafted upon us, and most parts of our doctrine 
and order questioned or rejected, by one or 
another, but it had really come to pass, that men, 
giorying in their shame, have taken pains to show 
the world that they neither believed what is pro- 
fessed, in the sense in which they are understood, 
mor consider themselves bound, except fur sub- 
stance, to stand to that to which they have sworn! 

Amidst the numberless errors, (or speculations, 
as these abettors called them,) thus introduced, 
many were perhaps held by only a few persons, 
while others were undoubtedly threatening to 
inundate the church. So, too, many may have 
been secondary in hurtfulness, and embraced by 

rsons otherwise decidedly sound in faith ; while 
it cannot be denied, that many others were of the 
most decidedly pernicious kind, and utterly irre- 
concileable with all evangelical religion. Our 
own standards, following common sense, and the 
import of the Scriptures, forbid the requisition of 
an implicit faith, upon every minute point. Avail- 
ing itself of the feeling corresponding tg this 
enactment, every kind of error first crept, then 
stood as of right, and finally contended for, if it 
not really got the mastery, as though it were the 
very truth; and the ancient faith of the church, long 
esteemed by many 2 brood of ignorance or weak- 
ness, began to be scouted as the only real cause 
of division in the church. In the Assemblies of 

1831-2-3 and 4, it is proven by the history of the 

times, that those who had departed from the faith 

and practice of the Presbyterian church, along with 
those, who, while they said they did not think with 
such, did however, commonly act with them, helda 
preponderating influence. -They established prin- 
ciples, which render discipline impossible—they 
created tribunals, which if they were honest, must 
spread error—they countenanced interpretations of 
our forms, which forced every whitewashed error, 


into universal respectability—these stood reveal- 
ed in open day a system, the doctrinal part of 
which, was not Presbyterianism—was not Chris- 
anity ! 

in the midst of this scene of ruin, the original 
signers of the Actand Testimony, laid it before the 
church of Christ, as their evidence as to what was, 
and their purpose as to what, with God’s help, 
should be. 

The signers of that paper were fully convinced 
that the difficulties which have for a long time 
distracted our church, had their foundation, and 
derived the chief part of their importance from 
fundamental differences in vital parts of doctrine. 
They believed, moreover, that the cause of truth 
has suffered in nearly every controversy that had 
of late existed, by reason of its being somehow 
connected with personal, local, and temporary in- 
terests, not always handled, in the 
wisest manner. All of them had long helieved it 
to be imperious duty to take a stand, which 
should be final somewhere ;—and there to fight 
the great battle, for the loss or recovery of our 
Zion. ‘The act we are defending, was an attempt 
to meet each of these requirements. We wished 
to disembarrass the subject of every thing not in- 
dispensable in its settlement; we therefore staked 
it on principles, and neither on men, measures, 
nor cases. We wished for the union of all that 
were essentially orthodox ;—therefore, while we 
laid the contest on doctrine as its root, we de- 
nounced no doctrines, but such as clearly con- 
stituted another gospel, and took away all reason- 
able hope of salvation. We wished not to risk 
every thing on minor points; therefore, we took 
our stand, which we meant to be final and unal- 
terable, upon the indispensable elements of our 
own system. 
One thing at least, is universally conceded. 
We have been most signally fortunate, in stating 
the doctrinal errors we condemn, and stamping 
with infamy the methods of subs«ription, by 
which those errors have been foisted into our 
church. In the whole length of the land hardly a 
whisper bas been heard from any decent quarter, 
calling in question what we have said under the 
head of ** doctrines :”? and yet who does not know, 
that what is there testified against, is at the base 
of all our troubles? So also, with one accord, 
all over the cliurch, what we have condemned 
under the head of * errors,’? with a singular and 
most cheering unanimity all admit to be rotten- 
ness; while every body knows that it is the wide 
dissemination of these and kindred errors, that 
made it necessary to act or to testify at all! 
Here is something new under the sun! They 
who are worthy of no confidence, have challenged 
the confidence of all, in the very most vital and 
difficult part of the whole affair. ‘They who are 
too few and insignificant to excite notice, have 
struck such terror by a few sentences, as that what 
was contended for as a right precious as life, is 
renounced as a thing never claimed; and what 
was preached and published in the whole extent 
of the church, is repudiated with the vehemence 
of innocent men, falsely accused. One, saith 
our Lord, shall chase a thousand! Blessed be 
his name, they are in full flight! 

Now, if it were true that the errars condemned 

in the Act and Testimony, are such as no Pres- 

byterian ever held; yet, if they be radical, they 

might well be condemned, by our church courts, 

at least as reasonably as any other errors ever 

condemned in thesi; which it is well known is 

no new thing among us. Nay, this becomes an 

imperious duty, when the doctrines, as is the 

case here, strike directly at the root of the whole 

way of salvation,—the whole that relates to sin— 

its rise and its cure,—to holiness, its origin, its 

nature and its fruits! How clear and how 

weighty is this obligation, when the just per- 

formance of it, if we may believe the latest asser- 

tions of New-School men, would not implicate 

any of them ;—while those on the other side, 

have asked for nothing more, to restore order and 

peace to the church! Here are fatal heresies, 

which nobody hold; and yet they who testify 

against them are denounced, and they who reject 

them as fully as we do ourselves, reject us for so 

doing ! 

The truth, however, is, that no fact was ever 

established amongst men, by more irrefragable 

proofs, than the extensive prevalence in our 

church, of the errors detailed in the Act and Tes- 
timony. Under the Jewish law, two or three 

witnesses could establish every fact susceptible 

of belief. Our blessed Lord selected only twelve 
men to go in and out with him, and to be wit- 

nesses of every thing that he should do and say; 

and upon confidence in that amount of proof the 
whole stupendous issues of eternity are sus- 
pended. Now, there are already attached to the 

paper in question, not much short, probably, of 
fifteen hundred names of Christian men, every 

one an office bearer in the church of Christ. If 
the personal knowledge of the facts stated is ne- 
cessary to the signing of the paper, as many 

agree, then this multitude of persons, bears tes- 
limony to its allegations; and they are proven 

beyond all dispute, in the precise terms stated. 

But even if, as appears most clear, a personal 

knowledge of the existence of the facts as stated 

in that document, was no more prerequisite to the 
belief and statement of them, than a personal 

knowledge of any other facts is prerequisite to 
the belief and statement of them; we have ten- 
fold more proof of the truth of these allegations, 
than of other things believed and asserted with 
indubitable certainty. ‘The most of the errors 
stated, are reduced into a system, and held and 

taught, as the most effectual presentation of 
divine truth, for the purpose of converting men. 
The weekly and the periodical religious press 
has long been called into requisition to enforce 
them, in a sect so intimately united with ours, 
that every thing peculiar in it, flows as naturally 
into ours, as the blood in the extremities flows 
back upon the heart. Nay, the issues of these 
errors in their bold deformity are already run out 
in the sect in question. Who,.can deny, that the 
school at New Haven, the presses under its influ- 
ence, a considerable portion of the Congregational 

clergy, and the wild extravagance of the Perfec- 
tionists, afford proof positive of these assertions? 
The expose of the New Haven School admits 
that subscription to the Saybrook platform, 
which is identical with our standards in the con- 
troverted points of doctrine, could only be for 
substance, by any honest man who held the theory 
of that school: and hence it proceeds with elabo- 
rate care to show that Dr. Taylor’s assent to the 
platform, was and could have been, on/y for sub- 
stance, With equal explicitness, that expose sets 
down some of the most vital doctrines of the 
gospel, as secondary in point of importance, in 
the minds of those who formerly held them, (the 
reformers and others,)—and as rejected by the 
New Haven Professors even in this secondary 
form! And are not rejections of those very doc- 
trines classed as some of the very errors stated in 
the Act and Testimony? Amongst the secondary 
doctrines, rejected even as such, and whose rejec- 
tion is denounced by us as error constituting 
another gospel, let it be remembered, one is so 
slated as to embrace the imputed righteousness of 
our Lord Jesus Christ! A\\ this, it may be assert- 
ed, relates to other churches. Grant that it does ; 
it relates to churches, which our constitution has. 
been palpably violated, to unite in the most inti- 
mate bonds with us: to churches which have 
seen the necessity of counteracting these very 
evils, which have inundated us, by the erection 
of new barriers, by withdrawing support from 
this very New Haven School, and the establish- 
ment of one in the same commonwealth under 
sounder men, and with better hopes. That these 
very errors have been disseminated all through 
our church, the proofis most abundant. Odur re- 
ligious newspapers have many of them (and 
among others, one understood to speak the senti- 


ments of the Seminary at Auburn in New York,) 
published this New Haven expose with commen- 


dation—others without remark. In our various 
cities and towns, books, sermons, and pamphlets 
have been published, advocating these identical 
errors; and their authors, are among the honour- 
ed and titled of the church. Nay, even those 
convicted of some of the worst of these heresies, 
and others saved from conviction only by the un- 
lawful intervention of superior tribunals,—are 
caressed and put forward as eminent servants of 
God, their persons honoured, and their produc- 
tions forced by every device into wide circula- 
tion. On some occasions men of high standing 
have avowed these heresies on the floor of the 
General Assembly, and preached them in the 
hearing of hundreds of its members, over and 
over, without exciting even special remark. 
newspapers of one kind were full of defences of 
these errors, and of attacks on those who hold the 
contrary truths; insomuch that no political press 
claiming to be impartial or decent, has exceeded 
in scurrility many of ours, and amongst them, 
that edited by the Stated Clerk of the General 
Assembly! All over the country these errors 
are preached ; in all our Synods there are parties 
who maintain them; in the breadth of the land 
there are schools that expressly maintain them, if 
they were not created to spread them; and the 
very Spirit of God himself, has been asserted all 


-over the church, to have set his seal to them by 


making them the peculiar means of promoting 

revivals; and they who hold them have hy way 

of eminence designated their acceptance with 

God the Spirit, by calling themselves revival- 

men!! And yet men demand proof of the ex- 

istence of such things! It may be safely stated, 

that he who denies that, which is clear to all 

who are willing to see, is either blind, or does 

not behold it for the same reason that the eye 

cannot see itself. 

After what has been said, it is uselss to waste 

words in speaking of the nature of these ** errors.” 

As a system, they sap the vitals of religion; 

they are anew Gospel; they kill all true religion 

in the soul; they blast every region over which 

they pass; they are incompatible with a saving 

knowledge of our own hearts—of the hatefulness 

of sin—of the nature of regeneration—of the way 

of salvation. ‘They are such, that no man who 

loves his brother, ought to hesitate a moment to 

subject him to discipline for holding; none who 

loves God, to refrain from casting immediately 

forth from his church; none who loves his own 

soul, to rouse in fleeing from, as from eternal 

death ! . 

But the case is not yet complete. These things, 

being such as we have described, are not only 

amongst us in impunity and wide diffusion, but, 
they are organized into parties, societies, yea, as 

we deeply fear, even into ecclesiastical tribunals. 

Presbyteries and Synods, which, according to the 

clearest provisions, were never intended to be 

erected amongst us, except by defined bounds 

and in specific districts, have (one, at least, of 

each,) been erected, and now exist, without 

bounds or district, and composed, as it is pain- 

fully apprehended, as to the greater part of their 

members, of persons directly implicated in some 

of these errors. The formation of bodies thus 

constituted, and thus enabled to deluge the land 

with heresy and heretics, and claiming to exist 

without localities, was not stretch enough to sa- 

tisfy our deluded brethren. But the whole church 

is convulsed by the mad pretensions set up by 

misguided men, and more than connived at by 

repeated doings of the Assembly, that all other 

Presbyteries shall, as of right, admit every man, 

that any Presbytery shall choose to certify to be 

in good and regular standing as a minister, with- 

out the power to look behind his ** clean paper.” 

What is this but to cast the whole church, bound 
hand and foot, at the mercy of one «unsound 

Presbytery, illegally constituted? And what 

else are the principles and the practice of * elective 

affinity ?° 

All these affairs have passed in open day before 

all the world. For more than four years they 

have been warmly discussed in the Church, and re- 

peatedly called up, in most of our Churchcourts, up 

to the very highest. Four years in succession dif- 

ferent points of the case have been before the Gene- 

ral Assembly, in a multitude of ways. By ap- 

peals and complaints in personal contests; by the 

power of Review and Control ; by the right of cita- 
tion exercised against one Synod; in the contest 
between the Board of Missions of the Church and 

the friends of the Home Missionary Society ; in the 
cases of Committee men; in the creation of new 

Presbyteries; the erection of new Synods; in 

trials of published heresy ; on petition of private 

persons; at the prayer of many Presbyteries ; on 

the proposition of at least three Synods ; on mo- 

tions made by members on its own floors; in 

ways and upon occasions, tedious and painful in 
detail, have these difficulties been before the As- 
sembly; in attitudes challenging attention, and 

loudly and importunately demanding redress. 

All this while, it was the clear, solemn duty of that 
tribunal to guard the purity, and restore the peace 
of the church; its most sacred obligation to declare 
what truth was, and to testify against fatal error. 

And most of this while, that tribunal was shifting 
and turning to avoid settling principles that would 

favour truth ; compromising and smothering with 

kisses, cases that could hardly have been decided 

in favour of error; often refusing to act when ac- 

tion was called for, and would alone do good ; 

and finally, acting with despotic authority, when 

that action was illegal, uncalled for, and fatal to 
the cause of orthodoxy. Letany candid man re- 
view the course of events, from the introduction of 
the case of Mr. Barnes into the Assembly of 1831, 
up to the erection of the Synod of Delaware, as a 
retreat for the Second Presbytery of Philadelphia, 
in 1834; and it would seem impossible, to doubt 
that the general current of the doings of the Assem- 
bly for those four Sessions, had strongly set in such 
a way, as successively to make heresy respecta- 
ble; to make it secure; to make it praiseworthy ; 
to organise it; to protect it; to give it unusual 

privileges of existence in courts without bounda- 
ries ; to give it unusual powers of propagation ; 
and finally, to engraft it in a permanent establish- 
ment, as a part of our organization! On the 
other hand, is it not equally clear that many of the 
doings of the same body for the same period, tend- 
ed to bring the truths contended for into bad re- 
pute; to make them contemptible and suspected ; 
to weaken the hands of those who contended for 
them ; to reduce their security and permanence ; 
to subject them to those who hated them, and 
finally to subvert them altogether as the establish- 
ed doctrines of our standard! And these truths, 
the very doctrines of grace! and these errors, the 
very errors condemned in the Act and Testimony ! 
Oh! then is it not all too true that the signers of 
that paper have alledged against the General As- 
sembly? Are not the reasons too mournfully im- 
perative, to wake one appeal, from the committee 
of the church (and the Assembly is no more) to 
the church itself? 

That honest men, holding such opinions as 
these of the state of our affairs, should feel called 
on to make a vigorous effort to retrieve what was 
rapidly becoming desperate, seems no way mar- 
vellous. Whatever may be alleged to the contrary, 
by ignorant or wicked men, it is literally true, that 
every other lawful means had been already tried. 
Discipline had been attempted, and had been ar- 
rested by the interference of superior tribunals ; 
,the errors had been attempted to be condemned as 
‘published, and an ontcry was raised over the 
land, that the method was unfair; petition had 
been tried, and the parties were dismissed with 
contempt; the press had been resorted to, the 
public mind appealed to, and the persons who did 
so, were denounced by authority of the General 
Assembly, as slanderers of their brethren. There 
remained no other alternative but to submit to the 
impending ruin, or to appeal to the primary au- 
thorities of our church, having first distinctly laid 
down the evils complained of, their causes, and 


their cure, as proposed by us. This latter has 


shaken confidence, that what we have done is 
right, and that God will greatly bless it. 
But here we have been assailed anew. The 
Act and Testimony has been denounced as revo- 
lutionary, schismatic, incendiary, and rebellious ; 
by many as false, by still more as imprudent; by 
some as an organized attempt to persecute, by 
others as a failure, by reason of its unworthiness 
or inability to command the approval of more 
than very few; by some as an odious test; by 
others beeause it does not go far enough in its 
action; and so on, to the end of the chapter. We 


Our | 


never expected to be aided in this enterprise by 
those against whose corrupt opinions and prac- 
tices it was directed ; nor did we expect to find 
favour with those whom we proclaim our purpose 
to reclaim, or to expel as soon as God should en- 
able us. We knew besides, that there were many 
worthy persons called not inappropriately by one 
Brothers of Charity, who constitute the vis iner- 
liz, the power of standing still—in all bodies, 
and of course in ours—who would not favour us 
because we opposed what happened to exist. 
Others, too, in most points with us, might, as we 
foresaw, on various pretexts, decline acting in 
this movement. None of these things, therefore, 
move us. But yet, on all these matters we have 
our own views of duty and of fact, some of which, 
as to the more important points involved, it may 
be expected we should declare. 

Now, as to schism,—those who are acquainted 
With the state of parties out of which the Act 
Testimony immediately grew, knew that a move- 
ment of some kind was necessary to prevent the 
impending danger of a division of our church; 
and that the paper in question had, for one of its 
objects, the prevention of schism. ‘The document 
itself expressly takes this ground; and contem- 
plates no separation from the Presbyterian church, 
except that which may arise by our being turned 
out of it, or our being able to turn out of it, obsti- 
nate heretics. We have, assuredly, taken a stand 
which we intend to maintain, and the mainten- 
ance of which may subject us to unrighteous ex- 
pulsion; but this is not schism. On the other 
hand, we may restore our Zion to her primeval in- 
tegrity; and this surely is not schism.—There 
may be good reason why those who violate our 
standards should be honest enongh, openly, to re- 
nounce them ; ana why we should be firm enough 
to discipline them, or they may be shameless 
enough to cut us off. But as long as our stand- 
ards remfain such that we can from our hearts ap-. 
— them,—at the same time that we have 
iberty to preach and.live by them, and to testify 
against those who do neither,—we have no suf- 
ficient ground to secede, nor any thought of doing 
so. Secession is indeed an easier work than re- 
formation ; but the latter is our present duty. 

That the course we have taken should have 
produced much disturbance and alarm, is pre- 
cisely one of the most conclusive evidences, that 
what we did, was both timely and effectual. For 
nearly all the consternation that has yet been mani- 
fested, is on the part of those opposed to the truth. 
That unnecessary divisions and contentions should 
be produced, was never the intention of the first 
signers of the Act and Testimony. On the con- 
trary, some of those whe have most unexpectedly 
arrayed themselves against it, know perfectly 
well, that the list of ‘errors’ proposed in the 
first draft, was much more extensive than that 
finally adopted,—having been indeed a condensa- 
tion of the errors stated and denounced by Dr. 
Miller in his late Letters, published to the 
churches. And that the list was, on consultation, 
reduced to its present state, to avoid the possibili- 
ty of giving needless offence, or driving from us 
any who might be essentially with us.—That 
distrustand want of confidence, amongst brethren 
who are really alike in fundamentals, are the con- 
sequences of our conduct, we utterly deny. Con- 
fidence was already gone; and on that very ac- 
count, some decisive action had become indispen- 
sable. Brethren were not alike; and therefore to 
quiet a distrust nearly universal, we devised a 
plan, which puts an end to distrust, by revealing 
the precise and naked trath; a plan which, as it 
regards himself merely, no man of integrity ought 
ever to object to for one moment. It may be very 
painful to submit to a general search. But he 
who refuses to do it, must be utterly above sus- 
picion, or he thereby deeply confirms it; and he 
who, while he refuses, acknowledges that he had 
been often suspected before, establishes at once 
guilt and folly.—Hence, all that is said about our 
having established an odious test, can excite no- 
thing beyond a smile in men of reflection. ‘The 
truth is, every bond of union, of whatever kind, 
is necessarily a test first; and just in proportion 
as it perfectly answers the ends of a thorough 
test, (call it odions, if it so please you,) will it 
fulfill the design of a perfect bond of union. Our 
standards of faith and practice were intended to 
be such a bond, by first being such atest. They 
have failed of the former, by first failing of the 
latter. They failed in both, not from any defect 
in themselves, but from two causes. First, men 
swore to them without caring particularly what 
they contained ; and then they got the world to 
imagine that there was really some doubt as to 
what actually was in them. ‘The General Assem- 
bly, whose business it was to declare what they 
did mean, refused to do it in form, and did it 
falsely in substance. So it only remained to make 
a new test, or reapply the old one in avspecific 
manner; or the bond of union was dissolved. We 
choose to reapply the old test anew ; and wishing 
neither to create a party nor raise an unnecessary 
disturbance, we have gone directly to the root of 
the matter, in the simplest possible form. ‘There 
is not an error denounced in the Act and Testi- 
mony which every Presbyterian minister has not 
already sworn was anerror. But as many still 
hold and preach, what all have said was false, we 
all need explanation. Now what we wish is, that 
all will tell us precisely what they meant when 
they took that oath. And we have told them be- 
forehand what in our judgment should. be done 
when the explanations are given. ‘Those who 
agree with us as to what we meant when we took 
our ordination vows, and as to what we consider 
a good mode of clang or expelling those who 
meant other and Wadmissible things, ought to 
adopt the Act and Testimony. ‘Those who agree 
with us as to the former, but disagree with us as 
to the latter, ought to adopt an Act and Testi- 
mony for themselves. ‘Those who are opposed to 
us on both points are New School men, or con- 
firmed brothers of charity; and such will this odious 
test demonstrate the state of our church to be, in 
its progress through it. All sound men who can- 
not adopt it, will not be content to be classed 
with those with whom they have nothing in com- 
mon. But they will promulge in various ways 
many testimonies, leaving, as is humbly hoped, 
the real opponents to all test, revealed as the 
real persons needing to be tested, and as actually 
tested, by refusal to testify and hostility to all 
testimony, as if they had at once candidly avow- 
ed the heresy that has caused all these difficul- 
ties. 

Amongst the most extraordinary grounds of 
opposition to us, on the part of some whose co- 
operation we much needed, and supposed we had 
every reason to expect, are those which are taken 
against the legality, indeed, the constitutionality 
of our proceedings. It is alleged, that respect to 
the highest Church Court, ought to have prevent- 
ed our calling its acts in question, and that obe- 
dience to its ordinances was clear duty; that on 
the other hand, admitting its actsto be obviously 
wrongful, our course of opposition is wrong and 
illegal, as it regards the manner of conducting it 
and the persons appealed to, and revolutionary as 
regards the stand taken by us. These are weighty 
allegations ; let us see if they be well founded. 


The General Assembly is a purely delegated 
body ; possessing powers limited and strictly de- 
fined, intended to answer purposes plainly de- 


been done with an explicitness which every man|clared; and capable of being destroyed without 
comprehends, and we await the result with un-/ infringing upon one single principle of real Pres- 


byterianism. It is bound to listen to what shall 
come from any Synod; for every Synod is ex- 
pressly empowered to propose matters to it. Itis 
created by the Presbyteries; acertain proportion 
of which may enlarge, curtail, or abolish it, and 
all its powers, at will. These Synods and Pres- 
byteries are composed of all the pastors, and a 
delegation from all the ruling elders of the church. 
The ruling elders are given their official exist- 
ence by a free election of the people, and the old 
ones may be turned out, and new ones put in at 
the will of the people. ‘The pastors are elected 
by the people; are licensed and ordained by the 
Presbyiteries, composed (if lawfully constituted) 
of ministers and elders, previously approved by 
the people. Our government is a strictly repre- 
sentative republic ; in which all ultimate power 
is vested in the people, and is to be exercised by 
them in particular ways, and for definite ends, 
according to geperal principles, declared by God 
himself, the great lawgiver in Israel! To whom 
then shovld appeal be made, in cases of wide 
spread evil, but to the very. fountain of power. 
We have appealed to God, and to his people, 
the primary authority in our church. We have 
appealed to the Ministers, and Ruling Elders, as 
the ordinary instruments of wielding this power. 
We have appealed to the Presbyteries and Synods, 
as the creators and advisers, under our constitution, 
of this Assembly, whose Satellites claim for it, 
omnipotent power to do wrong! The very Pres- 
byteries and Synods themselves, profess only spe- 


cific powers given by God, to men appointed by | 


the people. And if they use more than they have, 
or use what they have, badly, the people may law- 
fully discharge their Elders and Pastors, and putin 
their place wiser and better men. So that God’s 
people are the ultimate tribunal on earth, and there 
we have lodged our appeal. And let him who 
fears to meet us there, know, assuredly, that his 
canse is rotten. Well may men say, our course 
is illegal, when it is the only course by which 
their errors can be redressed! Well may they 
denounce, as unconstitutional, a line of conduct, 
by which alone they can be effectually arrested 
and exposed. 

But it is argued, this appeal should not have 
been accompanied by such intermediary recom- 
mendations, as prejudged’ the case, and nullified 
the very acts of the Assembly itself. On the 
subject of what is called ** Elective affinity,” or 
in its widest sense, the erection of Presbyteries 
and Synods, without bounds or districts, the sign- 
ers of the Act and Testimony, had long made up 
their minds that it was a most palpable violation 
of the constitution. Many who exercised this 
power in creating the Assembly’s Second Presby- 
tery of Philadelphia, admitted that they had no 
clear right to do so; many others, that it was a 
case of great doubt. But the urgency of the 
case was made to excuse an act, that would have 
ruined any political body; and that urgency was 
nothing more than the protection of meng and 
opinions relative to doctrine and discipline, that 
instead of protection, required correction. It is 
true that inany say this elective affinity of persons 
for each other, and repugnance to others had no 
relation whatever to faith or practice, but was: 
merely personal in its character. This defence 
involves two gross absurdities; the first is, that 
Christian men should love each other, and hate 
their brethren, without any reference to the faith 


‘or practice of those they love or hate ; the second 


is, that the General Assembly had no better rea- 
son for transgressing clear law, and convulsing 
the church, than this unreasonable hate and capri- 
cious love, of a dozen or fifteen persons! The 
state of the case was this. A Presbytery had 
been created without any district or bounds, or 
other mode of existence, except the roll of names 
of men and ehurches; at the same time, the right 
was every where claimed as belonging to all 
Presbyteries, and of course to this, to force men 
into all other Presbyteries against their consent ; 
this Presbytery was fully believed to be, to a 
great extent, unsound ; the Assembly was bélieved 
to have taken some of its present members, 
and finally, itself, into peculiar favour for that 
very reason; and now, finally, it was put out of 
reach, except through the Assembly, by the erec- 
tion of a Synod, composed like itsebf, as to half 
its members, expressly for its sRotection. In this 
state of the case, we determined to stand for the 
truth, and appeal to theechurches. The writer of 
the first draft of the Act and Testimony, was in 
favour of corf’idering all persons voluntarily em- 
braced in elective affinity Presbyteries, as having 
de facto, seceded from the Presbyterian church, 
and formed a new sect alien tous. He has never 
seen reason to alter that opinion. It would have 
been the easiest and shortest way to settle the 
whole case; and why may it not be resorted to? 
On various accounts, and especially to gratify an 
individual who has done more injtiry to the Act 
and Testimony, than any other person, this sub- 
ject was finally placed in its present mitigated 
form, as a qualified recommendation, and to be 
settled on further consideration ;—say, by the 
Convention in Pittsburg, in May, 1835. tn the 
mean time no sound Presbyterian can doubt, that 
the principles of elective affinity are contrary to 
our church order,—that if pushed out, they create 
two sects under one common head; that they 
ought to receive the general condemnation of our 
churches, and the bodies existing by virtue of 
them be immediately repealed, as the Synod) of 
Philadelphia has recently proposed to the next 
General Assembly. Until which repeal nothing 
is clearer, than that their existence is illegal, 
their acts of questionable authority, and all per- 
sons voluntarily embraced in them, virtually 
transgressing the constitution of the church, 
Allusion has been made to the convention, call- 
1d to meet at Pittsburg. Perhaps no part of the 
case, now under consideration, has excited more 
opposition, than the recommendation to call this 
convention. ‘Those who rebuke us for acting 
with precipitancy, turn their guns on a pivot and 
let drive at us, for asking advice and providing 
for mature consideration! ‘Those who chide us 
for not calling’ the church to consultation, when 
that was impossible, take fire at the intimation of 
such a call, when it is easy, natural, and earnestly 
desired! Those who despise the mean origin, 
and the small array of our first effort, turn with 
rage on our proposal to mend our deficiencies by 
more extended and more matured assistance, and 
to go forth thus rectified and strengthened in the 
whole power of our united strength! There is 
at least one comfort in this’ unreasonable eager- 
ness to put us in the wrong. We cannot possibly 
be guilty on both heads. We cannot be both 
precipitate and tardy; both too weak and too 
strong. We must be innocent on one hand or 
the other; and until our accusers shall settle the 
real point of guilt, we may well content ourselves 
with the truth, that charges which contradict 
each other, are sufficient answers to themselves. 
In the mean time it may assuage the paroxysm of 
devotion to our constitution, which has so sud- 
denly assailed many persons who never had be- 
fore a premonition of such'a malady, to be re- 
minded that the General Assembly did, itself, on 
its own motion, and at the requisition of the New 
School part of it, by vote in 1831, issue a direc- 
tion to the churches in the Mississippi valley, 
which resulted in the call of precisely such a 
convention as this. That convention met at Cin- 
cinnati in the autumn of that year; nearly all the 
Presbyteries in the great western valley were 
represented in it. The subject referred by the 
Assembly to the western churches (namely, the 
all important subject of domestic missions) was 
fully considered and decided by a great majority 
in it, against the plans and the wishes of those 
who set on foot the matters that issued in its meet- 
ing. Its proceedings were published and referred 
to the Assembly, and then the Assembly dropped 
the subject; and the Home Missionary Society, 


instead of withdrawing from our churches in the 


west, as in all fairness it shonld have done, re- 
doubled its efforts to possess (whether for Christ 
or itself the great day will decide) that goodly 
land. Recent manifestations show that the west | 
is still true to herself and to her Master’s cause; 
and hence, as well as on other accounts, the tears 
that are shed over this unwise and illegal step! 

As to the convention, however, there are many 
ways in which it may do much-good. Several 
which are plain may be suggested.—The hearts 
of the orthodox will be greatly strengthened by it 
in various ways; and in the like degree the con- 
fidence of the enemies of truth be diminished. 
The irresolute amongst our friends will be en- 
couraged to take the field; and the timid among 
our opponents, to retire from it. We shall un- 
derstand each other better, our views will be- 
come more definite, more homogeneous; what is 
vital in truth be more boldly and clearly set forth, 
and what is secondary, sink more decidedly to its 
proper rank. If we are driven out from our own 
beloved church, it will have been of incalculable 
value, to have met and made preliminary arrange- 
ments for future and ultimate organization. If 
we are allowed to remain, we shall show such a 
front, as to make error tremble, and the truth 
hold up its head. Who does not feel, that the 
cause of God amongst us, is placed on a very 
different footing by the adoption of the Act and 
Testimony by so many Presbyteries, and recent- 
ly by the three powerful Synods of Philadelphia, 
Pittsburg and Kentucky? So will it be atill 
further strengthened by the wise action of the 
convention. 

_ There are two points, however, of the most 
singular importance, in regard to which that body 
will be called to act. ‘Ihe fact is the condensa- 
tion of all the testimonies of the orthodox into 
such a shape, or the formation of some new Act — 
and ‘Testimony ; that all the followers of Jesus 
Christ in our church can cordially adopt; and 
which will yet, like a refiner’s fire, separate the 
dross from the gold ; that a plan will unite all the 
orthodox, and separate all the hetrodox. This can 
be done in a good degree, if God is with that body. 
And the doing of it would be worth months of effort, 
and would save years of strife! The Act and Tes- 
timony was designed to be itself, or to lead to, the 
formation of such athing. If it is not worthy of 
such a work, who would hesitate a moment to 
substitute it by a better? It is enough that God 
has allowed it to be the forerunner in the work 
of arousing the sleeping energy of the church! 

Again, to that Convention, the Synod of Phila- 
delphia has directed a committee of five ministers 
and five ruling elders of its own body to submit 
the consideration of a question, involving some 
of the deepest interests of our church. ‘There are 
several Theological seminaries, as it is known, 
under the cate and control of our General Assem- 
bly. That at Princeton has, on many accounts, 
received the largest share of the patronage of the 
orthodox, and enjoyed, more than any other, their 
confidence. Of late years, it has become obvious, 
that the Assembly was strongly disposed to put 
into important stations of control over that semi- 
nary, men not at all confided in by the bulk of 
the patrons of the school; and one, at least, has 
been elected, and many others, from year to year 
extensively supported, who were particularly ob- 
noxious on account of their known departures 
from our standards. Of the present professors at 

Princeton, two are far advanced in life, and the 
third not of very robust health. Now, while it is 
admitted that their places could not be filled with 
gentlemen in all respects more deserving of the 
confidence and affection of the church, is there 
the least probability, that if, on any account, either 
chair in that school were now vacant, it would 
be-filled with a person equal in our esteem, to the 
presentincumbent? ‘The writer of this paper is 
little given to needless commendation; yet he 
openly avows his perfect confidence in the learn- 
ing, Integrity, piety, and faithfulness of every one 
of those venerated men. He will say more, he 
loves the person of each of them nearly as the 
person of his brother or his father. Yet, after all, 
the orthodox have a few things even against 
them. All three of them have done‘us harm in 
the present contest, and though that would not 
justify us in doing them harm, yet it should put 
us on our guard, least a worse thing befall us, in 
time to come. Upon the whole, there is reason to 
fear, that Princeton will not lead the church in 
this crisis. But if Princeton were thrice our 
brother and father and friend, she must not stand 
between us and clear duty. ' Paul, and Apollos, 
and Cephas! we love them all, but we follow 
Christ.—These matters are stated with eyes full 
of tears ; but truth requires it, and they are stated. 
Yet they are but as a feather by the side of tha 
assured certainty, that unless a total revoluticn 
takes place in our Assembly, these beloved men 
are to be ‘succeeded by such men as Dr. Beman, 
Dr. Lansing, Mr. Duffield, and Mr. Barnes !—As 
to the sum of the matter, we see reason to dis- 
trust the future ; and we wish to provide against 
the worst. The Synod of Philadelphia, after 
adopting the Act and Testimony, and * proposing” 
to the Assembly of 1835 the repeal of the acts of 
1832 and 1834, creating the elective affinity Pres- 
bytery and Synod, proceeded to constitute the 
committee alluded to above, with directions to 
make investigations, as to what Theological 
school that Synod should, in future, select, for its 
patronage, and joint control; and to lay before 
the Pittsburg Convention the question relative to 
the erection of a new school, to be under the con- 
trol of the several orthodox Synods, or the selec- 
tion of some one of the existing schools for this 
design. It need not be said, thatif any existing 
school will embrace such propositions as the 
Synod of Philadelphia may consider it advisable 
hereafter to make—that great Synod alone, united 
to the patronage already possessed, would place 
any selected school on the most respectable 
foundation. But if the Convention recommend 
the orthodox to adopt the plan of founding a new 
school, it will of course be done on the most noble 
scale. One thing is obvious: the General As- 
sembly must be reformed, or the orthodox must 
have a school not subject to its control. Whether 


‘it has been wise in Princeton to stay us in our 


efforts to reform the church, and by consequence 
the Assembly, and thereby to save and sustain 
Princeton itself, let those who have driven us to 
the wall, judge. Whether we shall he able to ree 
form the church, and put the Assembly in a con- 
dition worthy of trust in defiance of Princeton, and 
thus continuein a posture to patronise that school 
safely ;—the future,—the Convention perhaps 
will decide. That decision we calmly await; 
resolute to do duty, though it should cost us 
our right hand ! | 

Such is our plea. We verily believe that 
errors in doctrine have long extensively prevailed 
in the Presbyterian church; and that they are at. 
length organized into parties and tribunals, by the 
direct action of the General Assembly. Again,— 
we are fully satisfied, that, while many of these. 
errors in doctrine are in themselves radical, they 
have been the occasion of most of the evils in 
discipline, and of the establishment of most of 
the wrong principles, in church order, of which 
the times are rife; and finally, that the present 
state of our affairs is capable of redress only by 
some such recurrence to elementary principles as 
we have asserted in the Act and Testimony. 

We waited till the last hour, and tried every 
other remedy before shaping our present. course. 
What we have done is not likely to be retraced. 
In many things we have erred; in nothing have 
we come up to our intentions, and they have in 
all things been below the mark of Christ. But, 
with reference to our own conduct, touching the 
present matter, we are able to look back with 
steadfast composure, and into eternity, with an 
humble hope that the Master approves. and will 
greatly bless the labour of our hands. The weak- 
ness and the contempt be all tous! The glory 


| 


and the praise to hii! 
Baltimore, Nov. 11, 1834. 
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THE PRESB 


YTERIAN. 


From the New York Evangelist. 


Will Brother Leavitt do me the favour of pub- 
lishing the following communication ? 
Yours, very truly, 
D. C. Lansine. 


Tv the Editor of the Presbyterian. 
Sir— 

Sir? Whata cold addtess this is! Troe, in- 
deed, and it illy comports with my feelings, I as- 
sure you. | wanted to have addressed you as my 
Dear Brother in Christ; but as you have charged 
me with being a heretic, I dare not use that en- 
dearing appellation, lest you should feel yourself 
called on to put in a disclaimer; and I could not 
conaent to put your feelings to so severe a trial, 
by creating a necessity for sucha step. ‘The rea- 
son for my delaying an answer to the kind Jetter 
of my highly esteemed brother Dr. Ely, you will 
see in a communication which I have this day 
made to him, through the Philadelphian. As you 
say, in your number of Oct. 9th, in an article 
headed * Dr. Lansing,’ which I should probably 
never have seen, but as a kind friend some eight 
days ago sent it to me—‘* We have waited most 
anxiously for a reply” —you will doubtless, now 
that it has bate § after so long a delay, which 
seems much to have surprised you, give it a 
place in your columns. Having virtually charged 
me with being a whole heretic, so far as the ** Act 
and Testimony” is concerned, you doubtless feel 
the propriety of letting me speak for myself; and 
I cheerfully accord to you the right to comment as 
you please. Yours, in Christian kindness, 

D. C. Lansine. 

New York, Nov. 6, 1834. 


DR. LANSING’S CREED AND DEFENCE. 


To the Rev. E. S. Ely, D. D. 

My Dear Brother,—At the time you addressed 
your kind and brotherly epistle to me, I was ona 
journey far West. It pleased God, in his provi- 
dence, to visit me with sickness, from which I 
am not yet so far recovered as to be able to 
preach. Not indifference to your affectionate ap- 
peal, nor the apprehension of being proved to be 
a heretic, but the enfeebled state of my health, is 
the only reason that I have not answered you be- 
fore. 

What I said in the last General Assembly, on 
certain resolutions referred toin your letter, as re- 
ported by Zhe Presbyterian, is a Gross, though I 
cannot think, wi/fu/ perversion. The Presbyte- 
rian would represent me as having said, that J 
embraced, as true, all the sentiments which the 
Aasembly was called upon to pronounce heretical, 
I said no such thing, neither do I believe any of the 
articles contained in the resolutions referred to, 
in the language in which they are couched ; nor 
do I know of any minister in the Presbyterian 
church that does. I did say, very much in accord- 
ance with your version of my remarks, that some 
of the points aimed at, in the resolutions proposed, 
if I understood their bearing, were, in my opinion, 
great and important principles of truth; princi- 
ples which I believed, and according to which, I 
worshipped the God of my fathers. I said this in 
answer to a remark made by the mover of the 
resolutions, that he presumed they were so plain 
and obvious, that they would pass the house 
without debate. I should have had no objection 
to have voted for the resolutions, in the very lan- 
guage in which they were clothed, but for the 
reason, that they seemed to me to be a caricatufe 
of some things which [ believed to be true; and 
also for the reason, that they carried with them 
the implication, that there were ministers in the 
Presbyterian church who had embraced these 
heresies. Suppose the following addendum to the 
resolutions had been proposed—*t While we be- 
lieve the foregoing matters heretical, yet we are 
not advised that any ministers of our communion 
are chargeable with embracing any of them,”’— 
would the mover of them, or those who are now 
so much agitated on the subject, have voted for 
itt They know. 

In the remarks I made, I had my eye particu- 
larly fixed, among one or two other things, upon 
that article which supposes that men cannot re- 
pent, but as some new power or faculty of moral 
action, which they never had before, is communi- 
cated to them by the special agency of the Holy 
Spirit. I did then suppose, and do now suppose, 
that, by this article, all those were denounced as 
heretics, who believe that man is able to obey the 
command of God, withoot any such superadded 
power, or faculty. This article stands so con- 
nected with a recognition of the necessity of the 
aids of the Holy Spirit, as to carry with it the 
implication, that those who deny the necessify that 
any new power of faculty should be imparted. do 
also deny the necessity for the aids of the Holy 
Spirit. ‘This is not so—And I could not vote for 
a resolution that would even remotely imply it. 
While I fully believe that the Hory Spirit is the 
GREAT AGENT in the work of regeneration, I do 
not believe that his agency is exerted in erecting 
new powers and fuculties, but that through his 
sanctifying and controlling energy he so directs 
the powers we have, just as they were derived from 
the creating hand of Jehovah, as to bring them 
into sweet subjection to the obedience of his 
blessed will. In the possession and exercise of 
the powers and faculties they now have, God com- 
maida impenilent men to repent. This command 
supposes, that, in the judgment of God, sinners 
have all that ubility to repent, or to do the duty 
commanded, with their present powers and facul- 
ties, which will render them blame-worthy if they 
do not do it, and will also justify God in punish- 
ing them forever because they did not do it. 
Now, this article. in the string of heresies pre- 
sented by a brother from the West, did appear, 
and still appears to me, to contradict the foregoing 
plain, common sense principles, as taught, by the 
most preeminently common sense book with 
which the world has ever been blest—T'ne Biste. 

With respect to iny faith as it regards the doc- 
trines of the gospel at large, permit me, as my 
health forbids that I should do any thing more, 
to present you with a summary of the Confession 
of Faith which I have drawn up for my charch. 

_ We recognize, as the foundation of our faith, 
the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, 


ritten by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and 
_* he only infallible rule of faith and practice. We 
: think that the Scriptures teach— 


1. That the Lord our God, who is one Lord, 
subsists in an incomprehensible Trinity of per- 
sons, denominated, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

2. That God created, and so governs all things 
as to execute by them, for his own glory, the 
holy, wise, and benevolent purpose of his will. 

3. That Adam, when created, was holy, and by 
the sovereign act of God, was so constituted pub- 
lic head of his posterity, that, in consequence of 
his sin, all mankind. become sinners, not of necessi- 
ty, but certainly, by their own voluntary choice 
or purpose. 

' 4. That all the moral exercises of unregenerate 
men are wholly sinful, and that continually. 

6. That, although sinners deserve the wrath 
and curse of God, yet he has been pleased to pro- 
vide a way of salvation for them, through the 
atoning death of Jesus Christ, his only begotten 
and co-equal son. 

6. That, while the atonement, with its saving 
benefits, is freely, and sincerely offered fo all men 


jn the Gospel, yet those only will be saved by it 


who repent of sin and believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

7. That men are in such a sense able to repent, 
and obey the gospel, that God will be justified in 
punishing them forever if they do not, and that 
their endless ruin will be the result or their own 
voluntary rejection of salvation. 

8. Thaf the Holy Ghost is the great agenf in 
the regeneration of sinners; that the necessity for 
his gracious influences is founded on their unwil- 
lingness to come to Christ; and that his grace in 
their salvation is thence greatly magnified. 

9. ‘That God saves his people according to his 
. eternal xe, which he purposed in Christ Je- 
gus before the world was, and not because he 
foresaw that they would repent and obey the Gos- 


pel. 
mr ie not necessary that I should proceed any 
farther in exhibiting my theological views, as the 


foregoing a so far as I now recollect, 
cover all the points which have any relevancy to 
the eharge of heresy. I would, however, just 
add, that, in my opinion, the catechism of the 
Westminister Assembly of Divines, is the most 
excellent summary of Christian doctrine ever 
drawn up by an uninspired pen; and it would 
give me great pleasure to believe, that our bre- 
thren who are so ready to cry heresy, did as fall 
and unequivocally embrace this summary as 
think you and I do. ; 

And now, my brother, I have done a thing which 
I once thought I never should do. This is the 
first time that I have ever replied to any charge 
instituted against me from any quarter. I see a 
world perishing around me, and feel that I can be 
better employed in seeking, by direct efforts, the 
salvation of my dying fellow men, than to stop for 
the purpose of defending myself even against the 
charge of heresy. Those brethren who have taken 
upon themselves the business of heresy hunting, 
doubtless think they are doing God's service. 
‘They may feel happy in their work—I could not. 
I neither hate nor despise them. If I know my 
own heart, I love, and pity them. It grieves me 
to see so much talent as they possess, used, in my 
apprehension, to so little, not to say, injurious 
purpose. To their own Master they stand, or fall. 
As for myself 1 desire no more blessed work, nor 
any richer joy, than to preach to my dying fellow 
men, that they should repent. ° 

, Your Brother in Christ, 
D. C. Lansine. 
New York, Nov. 6, 1834. 


PRESBYTERY OF KEDSTONE. 


Sewickly, Oct. 8th, 1834. 

The Presbytery having heard and considered a 
document, denominated an Act and Testimony, 
signed by a number of ministers and elders, mem- 
bers of the last General Assembly, and sent to the 
churches for their concurrence and signature, 
unanimously adopted the following resolutions, 
viz. | 

Whereas, it is generally admitted, that errors 
in doctrine and discipline, or departures from the 
faith and order of the church, have, to some ex- 
tent, obtained in certain portions of our Zion; 
and, whereas, these errors, instead of being cor- 
rected by the exercise of prompt and efficient dis- 
cipline on the part of those judicatories, whose 
province it is to consult the purity and order of 
the church; and, whereas, redress of grievances 
has been sought in vain from our highest eccle- 
siastical court; therefore, 

1. Resolved, That whilst we would unfeignedly 
deprecate schism or disunion in our beloved 
church, and disclaim any unkind feeling to our 
erring brethren, we feel it to be a solemn duty 
imposed on us by the great Head of the church, 
as embraced in our ordination vows, to * be faith- 
rul in maintainics the truth of the Gospel, and 
the purity and peace of the church,’ and do 
therefore adopt and declare our adherence to said 
Act and ‘Testimony, as designed to correct exist- 
ing errors, and promote the purity, and conse- 
quently the peace of our beloved Zion. 

2. fesolved, That whilst this Presbytery is de- 
cidedly friendly to genuine revivals of religion, 
and all Scriptural and wisely directed means for 
promoting an elevated tone of enlightened piety 
in our churches, and feel it our duty to labour 
and pray for those important objects, we do, 
nevertheless, believe those objects will be most 
effectually promoted by the faithful exhibition of 
the truth, as exhibited in our admirable standards, 
and by fervent prayer for the influences of the 
Holy Spirit to give efficacy to these ministra- 
lions. 

3. Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended 
to all the ministers and ruling elders connected 
with this Presbytery as church sessions, or in 
their individual capacities, as soon as practica- 
ble, to adopt said Act and Testimony, and for- 
ward their act of adherence to the editors of the 
Christian Herald and Presbyterian. 

4. Resolved, That this Presbytery — of 
the proposed convention to be held in Pittsburg, 
and will take measures to be represented in that 
convention.: 

5. Resolved, That Presbytery earnestly recom- 
mend that these proceedings, in connection with 
the Act and Testimony be read to the churches. 
6. Resolved, That inasmuch as the foregoing 
resolutions have been unanimously adopted, the 
members do hereunto affix their names. : 
Ministers—James Guthrie, William Johnston, 
Ashbel G. Fairchild, Asa Brooks, George Vane- 
man, ‘A. QO. Patterson, Alexander M‘Candless, 
C. Beecher Bristol, Joel Syoneroad, Robt. Henry. 
Ruling Elders—-Ebenezer Findley, Andrew 
Oliphant, Henry Burkley, George Plumer, Ro- 
bert Fulton, Elias Peterson, Charles Brown, 
Thomas Hall, Alexander Johnston, Robert Kalie, 
Gasper Orth, Elisha Pierce. 


For the Presbyterian. 

PRESBYTERY OF ALBANY. 
Mr, Editor—By a resolution of the Presbytery 
of Albany, itis made my duty to transmit to you, 
for publication in the Presbyterian, the following 
resolutions, passed by that body, in relation to 
the ** Act and Testimony”’ issued by certain min- 
isters and elders of the last General Assembly, 
viz. | 

«The Act and Testimony having been care- 
fully and prayerfully considered at a meeting of 
the Presbytery of Albany, held at Fondasbush, 
in August, 1834, and subsequently the subject 
being reconsidered at the Sessions of Presbytery 
at Catskill, during the recesses of Synod, in Oc- 
tober, in 1834, the following resolutions were 
adopted : 

1. Jtesolved, That this Presbytery lament, and 
testify against errors in doctrine, measures, and 
discipline, so far as they exist, in the Presbyte- 
rian Church in the United States. 

2. Resolved, ‘That whilst we regard revivals of 
religion as the hope of the church, and the means 
through which the latter day glory will be usher- 
ed in, we believe, that the unadulterated truth of 
God is the grand instrament which he always 
has employed, and will continue to employ, for 
the edification of saints and the conversion of sin- 
ners. 

3. Resolved, That we cannot but regard the con- 
duct of those, who, in the Presbyterian -garb, 
preach and publish sentiments, in direct opposi- 
tion to the obvious meaning ofmpr standards, and 
parsae a course of policy subversive of our excel- 
lent form of government and discipline, as highly 
disingenuous, such as should justly exclude them 
from the confidence of our churches. 

4. Resolved, That as a Presbytery we will use 
all diligence and caution, to prevent the introduc- 
tion of members into this body who are not sin- 
cerely and cordially attached to our standards ; 
and require of the congregations under our care, 
such caution in the admission of members, and 
unwearied efforts in the family and church, to fur- 
nish catechetical instruction to the children, as 
will secure their co-operation in promoting the 
purity, peace and prosperity of our Zion. 3 

Resolved, That whilst this Presbytery feel a 
trve fraternal regard for the brethren who have 
issued the Act and Testimony,” and repose 
great confidence in the purity of the motives by 
which they were actuated ; they feel constrained, 
affectionately, yet decidedly, to bear testimony. 
against the following particulars, as of doubtful 
expediency, or consistency with the’ constitution 
of our church, viz.—l. They disapprove of the 
appeal and application to minorities of ecclesiasti- 
cal courts, and the call of a convention composed 
in part of such minorities—because of their ten- 
dency to produce, in another form, the irregulari- 
ties and disorganizing spirit, of which the friends 
of truth so loudly and justly complain, as the 
origin of wide spreading difficulties and confu- 
sion. 2. They dissent, in like manner, from that 
part of the ** Act and Testimony” which assumes, 
as a fact, that all measures, moral and discipli- 
nary. enjoined by the constitution, have been 
adopted for extirpating heresy, reclaiming hereti- 


cal offenders, and obtaining redress of the various 
other grievances complained of.” 
by Presbytery at Catskill, Oct. 15, 1834. 


Done 


Jno. Ciancy, Stated Clerk. 


darkness by a few cheering rays. 


ee TO THE WRETCHED INANITY 


F A WORLDLY LIFE. 


Lord Chesterfield’s remarkable testimony to the 
wretched inanity of a worldly life has been re- 
peatedly quoted: it is not therefore merely for its 
own sake that I propose to you to bring it forward 
once more. I offer it as the most suitable com- 
panion that imagination could conceive, to another 
picture of precisely the same subject, drawn by a 
no less masterly hand, but under the influence of 
as opposite feelings as could exist in a being of 
the same species. : 

The name of Richard Baxter is doubtless 
known to all your serious readers. With natural 
powers of mind far superior to those of Lord 
Chesterfield, he was not seduced by their splen- 
dour either to over estimate or misapply them. 
His truly great soul bowed low before his Sa- 
viour, and therefore he was enabled to rise high 
above the world. From a safe and happy emi- 
nence (the true sapientum templa serena) he look- 
ed down on the ways of men and saw at once, 
that **all was vanity and vexation of spirit.” 
Like a pitying angel, therefore, he deplores and 
commiserates in others the delusions from which. 
he himself was rescued. Lord Chesterfield la- 
ments the same delusions; but with the con- 
sciousness of being a victim to them, and without 
the least hope of any advantage from having dis- 
covered their wretched fallacy. 

Tt is,” says Richard Baxter, a dreaming 
and distracted world. ‘They spend their days and 
cares for nothing; and are as serious in following 
a feather, and in the pursuit of that which they 
confess is vanity, and dying in their hands, as if 
indeed they knew it to be true felicity. They 
are like children busy in hunting butterflies ; 
or like boys at foot ball, as eager in the pursuit, 
and in overturning one another, as if it were for 
their lives, or for some great desirable prize; 
liker to a heap of ants that gad about as busily, 
and make as much ado for sticks and dust, as if 
they were about some magnificent work. Thus 
doth the vain deceived world lay out their 
thoughts and time upon impertinencies, and talk 
and walk like so many noctambulos in their sleep. 
They study, and care, and weep, and laugh, 
and labour, and fight as men in a dream; and 
will hardly be persuaded but it is reality which 
they pursue, till death come and awake them. 
Like a stage play, or a puppet play, where all 
things seem to be what they are not, and all par-’ 
ties seem to do what they do not and then depart, 
and are all disrobed and unmasked ; such is the 
life of the most of this world who spend their 
days in a serious jesting, and in a busy doing 
nothing.”—The Reasons of the Christian Religion, 
p. 244, 245. 

Let us now hear the melancholy, but wonder- 
fully concurrent evidence of Lord Chesterfield. 

**T have run,” says he, ‘the silly rounds of 
business and pleasure, and I have done with them 
all. I have enjoyed all the pleasures of the 
world, and consequently know their futility, and 
do not regret their loss. 1 appraise them at their 
real value, which is, in truth, very low; whereas 
those who have not experienced, always overrate 
them. They only see their gay outside, and are 
dazzled with their glare. But IT have been be- 
hind the scenes; I have seen all the coarse pul- 
lies and dirty ropes which exhibit and move the 
gaudv machine. I have seen and smelt the tal- 
low candles which illuminate the whole decora- 


ignorant multitude. When I reflect back upon 
what I have seen, what I have heard, and what 1 
have done, I can hardly persuade myself that all 
that frivolous hurry and bustle and pleasure of 
the world had any reality ; but I look upon all 
that has passed as#one of those romantic dreams 
which opium commonly occasions, and I do by 
no means desire to repeat the nauseous dose for 
the sake of the fugitive dream. Shall I tell you 
that I bear this melancholy situation with that 
meritorious constancy and resignation which most 
people boast of ? No, for I really cannot help it, 
I bear it because I must bear it whether I will or 
no. And I think of nothing but killing time, now 
he is become mine enemy. It is my resolution to 
sleep in the carriage the remainder of the jour- 


ermit me, now, Sir, to illumine this deep 
Baxter and 
Lord Chesterfield have both represented a worldly 
life as a dream. Archbishop Leighton has en- 
larged upon the same image; but he ends the 
dream by a happier kind of awakening than Bax- 
ter has here referred to, or than Lord Chesterfield 
seems to have thought of. It may, indeed, be 
feared that his lordship was still in his dream, 
and that what I am now going to transcribe, in 
order to introduce something of a pleasanter kind, 
too justly describes the utmost to which he had 
attained. 

** All the days of sinful nature,” says Leighton, 
‘*are dark night, in which there is no right dis- 
cerning of spiritual things; and our heads are 
still full of. new dreams which keep us sleeping. 
As in a dead sleep, our soul is bound up and 
drowned in flesh; a surcharge of the vapours of 
gross sensible things, that we glut ourselves 
withal ; and the condition of our wisest thoughts, 
in relation to our highest good, are nothing but 
dreams and reveries. A man will not readily 
think so while he is in them. We do not per- 
ceive the vanity of our dreams till we be awaked. 
Sometimes in a dream a man will have such a 
thought, that it is but a dream, yet doth he not 
thoroughly see the folly thereof, but goes on in it. 
A natural man may have sometimes a glance of 
such thoughts, that all these things he is either 


turmoiling or delighting in, are vanity, yet he}. 


awakes not, but raves on still in them; he shifts 


a little, turns on his bed as a door on its hinges, |: 


but turns not off ; does not rise. 

‘But the spiritual-minded Christian that is 
indeed awake, and looks back on his former 
thoughts and ways, O how does he disdain him- 
self and all his former high fancies that he was 
most pleased with, finding them dreams! O 
what a fool, what a wretch was I, while my head 
was full of such stuff, building castles in the air, 
imagining and catching at such gains and such 
preferments and pleasures; and either they still 
running before me and 1 could not overtake them, 
or if I thought I did, what have I now, when I 
see what it is, and find that I have embraced a 
shadow? false hopes, and fears and joys. *‘ He 
thinks he hath eaten, and his soul is empty.” 
Isaiah xxix. 

‘¢ And you that will sleep on, may; but sure I 
am when you come to your death bed. if possibly 
you awake then, you shall look back with sad 
regret upon whatsoever you most esteemed and 
gloried in under the sun. While they are com- 
ing toward you they have some show; but as a 
dream that is past, when these gay things are 
flown by, then we see how vain they are. As 
that luxurious king caused to be painted on his 
tomb two fingers as sounding one upon another, 
with that word, all is nol worth so much, Non 
tanti est, 

* | know not how men make a shift to satisfy 
themselves; but take a sober and awakened 
Christian, and set him in the midst of the best of 
all things that are here, his heart would burst 
with despair of satisfaction, were it not for a hope 
that he hath beyond all that this poor world either 
attains or is seeking after. 7 

«OQ, the blessed Gospel, revealing God in 
Christ, and calling up sinners to communion with 
him, dispelling that black night of ignorance and 
accursed darkness that otherwise had never ended, 
but passeéd on to an endless night of eternal mise- 
ry! Says not Zacharias, with good reason in his 
song, (Lake i.) that it was through the tender 
mercy @f God that this day spring from on high 
did vigsft-us ?”’ 

I have thought, Mr. Editor, that these three, 
passages, thas laid together, acd materially to 
each other’s instructiveness; and as I do not 
know that even any original composition could 
convey a more useful or more interesting lesson 
to your readers, than is contained in this triplet 
of quotations (melancholy as one of them is in 
itself ) I have deemed it worth while to transcribe 


them, in order that you may insert them if you 
think proper.—Christ. Obs. 


ary enterprise is now exerting, and is destined to 


tion, to the astonishment and admiration of an|- 


REFLEX INFLUENCE OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
The reflex influence, which the foreign mission- 


exert, upon our own country, cannot be too often 
insisted on, or its importance too fully developed. 
Our confidence in this influence, as a means in 
evangelizing our country, is so great, that could 
we, within a short period, see three-fourths of the 
young pastors, evangelists, and candidates for the 
ministry of our country, devoting themselves to 
the foreign service of the church, we would be 
extremely disappointed were it not soon followed 
by such a powerful and continued revival of pure 
religion, as would cause the church to increase in 
holiness and numbers, in a degree which she ne- 
ver yet has done; and which would soon furnish 
ten ministers for every one who had gone to the 
heathen. 

Efforts for those abroad hate ever exerted a re- | 
flex influence on the church at home, far more 
successful than any other kind. The church has 
always prospered in proportion to her efforts for 
promoting foreign missions; and she has always 
become corrupt, and her march has been retro- 
grade, when this duty has been neglected. 

And this might certainly be expected, since by 
neglecting foreign missions, the church disobeys 
an important command of God. If there is a dif- 
ference in the importance which God attaches to 
his command, surely this one, which, in its ef- 
fects, was designed to benefit with eternal bless- 
ings, the whole human family, and which our Sa- 
viour pronounced with his farewell voice, de- 
serves to be ranked next in importance to that 
which requires supreme love to God. 

Suppose that the Apostles had met in solemn 
convocation, and determined to disobey this com- 
mand—that they had assembled themselves at 
Jerusalem, and determined to remain there, until, 
all, or nearly all, that wicked city had been con- 
verted. Under such circumstances, is it probable 
that those glorious results would have attended 
their ministry which otherwise did ? On the con- 
trary, is it not probable, nay certain, that if they 
had there laboured ever so faithfully, their hearts 
would have been pained by witnessing vice and 
immorality increasing around them. | 
_ Now, our own peculiarly favoured land presents 
in its length and breadth, an aspect sufficiently 
affecting to fill every pious bosom with strong 
emotions of pity and compassion. He who can 
view, unmoved, the multitudes in this land, who 
are rejecting the Saviour and corrupting his 
truths, must be destitute of the first elements of 
the Christian character. And the charch is apt 
to suppose that here certainly is a work for her 
ministers to do which they should not leave. 

But we would propose it as a question worthy 
of the most careful investigation, whether, is it not 
probable that the present melancholy condition of 
our Zion, and of our country, is attributable, in a 
very great degree, to the neglect of our Saviour’s 
parting mandate ? 

The apostles and their contemporaries! obeyed 
it, and great success attended their ministry ; and 
ecclesiastical history furnishes abundant evidence 
that the church has always enjoyed the smiles of 


Heaven just in proportion to her obedience to this |- 


command. Hence, it follows as a legitimate con- 
clusion, if we wish to promote the best interests 
of the church in this land, obedience to the last 
injunction of Christ promises the most certain 
success.— The Standard. 


For the Presbyterian. 
PRESBYTERY OF ERIE. 


Extracts from the minutes of the Presbytery of 
Erie, held at Merce October 9th, 1834. 

The committee a; »ointed at the last Meeting to 
prepare a Report on the Act and Testimony, laid 
a Report before Presbytery, which was amended, 
and adopted as follows: 

1. fesolved, That this Presbytery do solemnly 
protest against the conduct of any claiming a 
right to interpret the doctrines of our standards 
differently from the sense in which our church 
has always held them, or preaching and publish- 
ing Arminian and Pelagian errors, while they 
profess to adopt and approve our doctrine and or- 

er, and retain a standing in our church. 

2. Hesolved, ‘That Presbytery protest against 
the following errors, viz. 


[Here are enumerated the errors mentioned in 
the Act and Testimony. ] 


3. Resolved, That we will not, knowingly, 
countenance such ministers, elders, editors, or 
teachers, who hold or propagate such errors as 
are here referred to. 

4. Resolved, That we protest against the erec- 
tion of Synods and Presbyteries on the elective 
affinity plan, as a departure from our form of gov- 
ernment, and the usages of our church, and also 
as opening a wide door for the spread of error. 

5. Resolved, That all the Sessions under the 
care of this Presbytery, be recommended to take 
order and express their opinions on the said Act 
and ‘Testimony. | 

6. Resolved, That one minister“and one elder he 


appointed to attend the Convention in Pittsburg, 
next May. 

Of the members of Presbytery present, 7 min- 
isters and 7 elders voted for the above resolutions, 
and two ministers and four elders against them. 

Names of those in favour—Samuel Tait, John- 
ston Eaton, Ira Condit, Peter Hassinger, James 
Alexander, George N. Hampson, Robert Glenna, 
Ministers ; Alexander Brown, Robert Clark, John 
Mellon, William Beaty, Seth Wade, Washington 
Tait, Robert Mann, E/ders. 

Jounston Eaton, Stated Clerk. 


For the Presbyterian, 
PRESBYTERY OF BALTIMORE, 

7 \ In Session, Oct, 8, 1834. 
The following resolution was submitted— 
Resolved, That this Presbytery approve of the 
Act and Testimony presented by the minority of 
the last General Assembly, and other persons, to 
the ministers, ruling elders, and private members 
of the Presbyterian church. 

After full discussion, the question on the adop- 
tion of the resolution was taken by ayes and noes. 
The following persons voted in the affirmative, 
viz. Messrs. Morrison and Gibson, ministers, and 
Messrs. George, Hope, McCracken, and Brown, 
elders ; and the following in the negative, viz. 
Messrs. Musgrave, Hamner, and Nevins, minis- 
ters, and Messrs. Hickson, Bain, and Walker, 
elders. There being a tie, the resolution was car- 
ried in the affirmative by the casting vote of the 
Moderator, Mr. R. J. Breckinridge. 

The following paper was submitted by the mi- 
nority, and was ordered to be recorded.: 

The undersigned, who voted against the adop- 
tion, by this Presbytery, of the Act and Testi- 
mony, hereby declare, that they did not vote 
against the Act and Testimony because they do 
not mos heartily disapprove and condemn the 
doctrinal errors specified in said paper; nor be- 
cause they do not believe the doctrinal statements 
of truths therein specified ; but because they did 
not believe that Presbyterial action was required; 
and because they deemed the whole measure, at 
this time, and under existing cifcumstances, in- 
expedient and ineffective. 

Signed by G. W. Musgrave, William Nevins, 
James G. Hamner, John Hickson, James P, Walker, 
Hope Bain. 


MISSION TO GREECE. 


A letter received from the Rev. Mr. Hill, dated 
Athens, July 24th, states that an ordinance had 
been recently issued, announcing that it was the 
intention of the government to support, with the 
greatest energy, the organized seminary, which 
Mr. and Mrs. Hill have established, and approves 
of the selection made, of one of the young girls 
brought up in it, to conduct the Government Pri- 
mary Female School, about to be established at 
Nauplia. The ordinance further resolves—** To 
direct twelve girls to be maintained at public ex- 

ense, under Mrs. Hill’s direction, destined to 
Reaatee future teachers; and the Secretary of 


For the Presbyterian. © 


At a meeting of the First Baptist Church of 
Philadelphia, held June 5, 1834, the following 
preamble and resolutions were adopted unani- 
mously. 

Whereas, In the course of Divine Providence it 

has pleased the Lord so to afflict our beloved 
Pastor, the Rev. G. B. Perry, as to prevent him 
from the regular discharge of the pastoral duties, 
and he having been advised by all his consulting 
hysicians, that it was essentially requisite that 
e should have mental and physical rest, from the 
arduous duties devolving upon the pastoral office. 
And, whereas, he has this evening, in accordance 
with his previously signified intention, resigned 
the office as our Pastor. ‘Therefore, | 
Resolved, That this church deeply sympathize 
with our beloved Pastor in the affliction which he 
is called to suffer, which calls him from. the 
work of the Lord, and from among a people by 
whom he has been highly esteemed and beloved. 
Resolved, That we regret this affliction in con- 
junction with the pecuniary concerns of the 
church, which are such as compel us to a compli- 
ance with his request to be released from the 
pastoral office. 
Resolved, That as a testimony of our regard and 
affection for our esteemed and beloved Pastor, 
the Trustees are requested to pay him, as early as 
practicable, the sum of $400 in addition to the 
amount now due him. . 
Resolved, That the Rev. G. B. Perry be re- 
quested to accept this token of our regard, ac- 
companied, as hope, with our united prayers 
to Almighty God for his speedy restoration to 
health, and: successful ministry in the visible 
church of Christ, until it shall be the pleasure of 
our Heavenly Father to call him and us from 
this to an heavenly habitation, where parting 
will never take place. 

Resolved, That the Resignation of the Rev. G. 
B. Perry be accepted, and that a copy of these 
resolutions, duly certified, be given to him. 


Ordered, That the Deacons, in conjunction with 
brethren >)Linnard, Garret, Donohue, O*Ellers, 
and Ustick, be a committee to wait on brother 
Perry, and communicate these resolutions to him. 

I certify that the above is a true copy from the 

records of the church. 
By order of the Directors of the church. 


Geo. M‘Leop, Clerk. 
Philadelphia; June 6, 1834. 


For the Presbyterian, 
HYMN 


Sung at the organization of the Presbyterian Church of 
Belvidere, and the Installation of the Rev. I. N. Can- 
deefas its Pastor, Nov. 25th, 1834. 


BY. MRS. J. L. GRAY. 


Hovering angels wait around !— 
Christians, this is holy ground ‘— 
Pray the prayer—repeat the vow, 
Give youtselves to Jesus now. 


Here before his altar Kneel— 
Here the sacred covenant seal— 
Let each contrite bosom he, 

A living temple, Lord, for Thee. 


Shepherd, in whose watchful care, 
These immortal beings are, 

Dost thou faint beneath the load ? 
Roll the burden on thy God. 


Chide the sinning—cheer the saint,— 
Guide the wandering—raise the faint ; 
With the bread of hife divine, 
Feed this little flock of thine. 


Fly to God when troubles press, 
Tell him all thy soul’s distress ;— 
In deep, effectual, fervent prayer 
Pour forth all thy sorrows there. 


As thy flock still upward rise, 
Pressing on to win the prize, 
Pbint not thou, but lead the way, 
To glory’s everlasting day. 


Dwell, O Lord, each heart within, 
Cleanse our souls from every sin— 
May this shepherd and his flock 
Rest beneath th’ eternal Rock. 


OXFORD PRESBYTERY. 


At a regular meeting of the Presbytery of Ox- 
ford, held at New Lexington, October 7, 1834, 
the following resolutions were adopted, viz. 

1. Resolved, That this Presbytery unite with 
others in bearing their solemn and decided testi- 
mony against the errors specified in a certain 
paper styled the Act and Testimony, wherever 
these errors may be held in the Presbyterian 
Church. 

2. That the commissioners from this Presby- 
tery to the next General Assembly be appointed 
as delegates to attend the Convention to meet 
in Pittsburgh on the second Thursday in May, 
1835. 

3. That the Stated Clerk be directed to for- 
ward a copy of these resolutions to the editors 
of the Presbyterian and the Standard, for publi- 
cation. 

A true copy from the minutes. 
J. W. Scott, Stated Clerk. 


INSTRUCTIONS TO MISSIONARIES. 

The meeting, of which notice was given in our 
last, was holden at Park street, on Sabbath even- 
ing, 23d ult. The instructions were given by 
Rev. R. Anderson, one of the secretaries of the A. 
B.C. F.M. The missionaries were afterwards ad- 
dressed by Rev. Mr. Abeel, missionary, to Eastern 
Asia, and Rev. H. Winslow, of this city. Devo- 
tional exercises, by Rev. Messrs. Blagden and 
Adams, of this city. ‘The designation of the mis- 
sionaries is as follows: Rev. Daniel Lindley, 
from North Carolina, and his wife, from Virginia; 
Rev. Henry I. Venable, from Kentucky, and his 
wife, from Indiana; Rev. Alexander E. Wilson, 
of North Carolina, and his wife, fiom Virginia, 
are to proceed to Cape Town, South Africa, and, 
after a short residence there, to proceed across the 
continent to their station ainong the Zoolahs of the 
interior. Rev. Abraham Grout, of Pelham, Ms., 
and his wife, of Holden, Ms.; Rev. Geo. Cham- 
pion, of Colchester, Ct. and his wife of Webster, 
Ms.; Dr. Newton Adatns, of East Bloomfield, 
N. Y. and his wife, of Cleaveland, Ohio, pro- 
ceed in the same vessel to Cape Town, and thence, 
in a few days, in that vessel, to Port Natal, in 


they will establish a mission among the maritime 
Zoolahs. Rev. Titus Coan, and wife, from the 
western part of New York; Mr. Henry Dimond, 
of New York city, bookbinder, and his wife, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Mr. Edwin O. Hall, printer, 
and his wife, of New York city; Miss Lydia 
Brown, of Greenfield, N. H. and Miss Elizabeth 
Hitchcock, of Enfield, Ms. form the sixth re-in- 
forcement to the Sandwich Island Mission. Miss 
Hitchcock goes as a school teacher, and Miss 
Brown as a teacher in spinning and weaving, a 
knowledge of which arts is found to be very de- 
sirable for moral purposes.— Boston Reeorder, 


JUDEA. 


M. Chateaubriand, remarks, that when you tra- 
vel in Judea, the heart is at first filled with pro- 
found melancholy, 
tude to solitude, a boundless space opens before 
you, this feeling wears off by degrees, and you 
experience a secret awe, that so far from depress- 
ing the soul, imparts life and elevates the genius. 
Extraordinary appearances every where proclaim 
a land teeming with miracles. ‘The burning sun, 
the lowering eagle, the barren figtree, all the pic- 
tures of Scripture are here. Every name com- 
memorates a mystery; every grotto announces a 
prediction ; every hil! re-echoes the ascent of a 
prophet. God himself has spoken in these re- 
gions, dried up rivers, rent the rocks and opened 
the grave. The desert still appears mute with 


Public Instruction then invites me to furnish alist | 
of such persons as we may deem proper eandi- | 


dates.” 


terror; and you would imagine that it had never 
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dross from the gold. 


South Eastern Africa; where, or in the vicinity, 


But when passing from soli- 


Erratum.—After the Defence, which occupies 


our first page, was struck off, we discovered sev- 
eral errors at the beginning of the second para- 
graph on the stxth column, which materially affect 
the sense. 


The passage should read thus: 
‘There are two points, however, of the most 


singular importance, in regard to which that body 
will be called to act. 
tion of all the testimonies of the orthodox into 
such a shape, or the formation of some new Act 
and Testimony, that all the true followers of Jesus 
Christ in our church can cordially adopt; and 


The first is the condensa- 


which will yet, like a refiner’s fire, separate the 
A plan that will unite all 
the orthodox, and separate all the heterodox.” 


Our Paprer.—We have always been averse 
from inserting in our pages any opinion of our 
friends which might be interpreted into self-com- 
mendation, but the following unsolicited tribate, 
could not well be discarded without disrespect to 
the large and respectable Presbytery, by which 
it has been spontaneously tendered. 


Extract from the Minutes of the Presbytery of News 
ton, made at Belvidere, Nov. 26, 1834. . 


Whereas, our church is at present in a peculiar 
crisis, in which her doctrines and principles are 
violently opposed by those without, while they 
are but partially understood by many who are 
within the pale; and, whereas, that knowledge ~ 
which is power, operating at once to deter the 
assailant and encourage the defenders of Zion’s 
walls, is absolutely necessary in such a juncture. 
Therefore, 
Resolved, That, in the judgment of this Presby- 
tery, ** The Presbyterian,” a religious periodical, 
edited by the Rev. William M. Engles, is emi- 
nently calculated to defend and illustrate our doc- 
trines and discipline, as well as to promote that 
growth in practical piety which proceeds from 
the truth as it is in Jesus, and that, as such, it be 
recommended to the liberal patronage of our 
churches. 
Resolved, That the above resolution be signed 
by the Moderator and Clerk, and published in the 
Presbyterian. - 

Signed, by order of Presbytery, 

. N. Moderator. 

M. S. Hutton, Clerk. 


Bomsay Mission.—Death of Mrs. Ramsay.—It 
is with deep sorrow, says the Oriental Christian 
Spectator for July, that we record the death of 
Mrs. M. Ramsay, wife of the Rev. Wm. Ramsay, 
of the American Mission in Bombay. This 
event, so afflictive to her family and friends, and 
the cause with which she was connected, took 
place on the 11th of June. Mrs. R. was seized. 
with spasmodic cholera on the morning of that 
day, and she expired about eight o’clock in the 
evening. During the extremity of her sufferings, 
she expressed an humble faith in the divine Re- 
deemer; and a confident hope that she would 


soon enjoy his blissful presence. 


To Cosatbronnaiaaal A Member of New 
Brunswick Presbytery,” shall appear in continua- 
tion, in our next. 


His article is cogent, and 


| worthy of a careful and serious perusal. 


The Rev. Witu1am Supparps has been unani- 
mously elected Rector of Grace Church, in this 
city, and has accepted the call. 


Murper.—A correspondent has suggested to 
us, that if we read the word murper backwards 
we will find the principal cause of the frequent 
occurrence of that horrible crime. 


Ponpver THIs.—The Theological Professors of 
New Haven have again appeared, in answer to the 
Appeal of the Connecticut theological Institute, 
to which we advert at this time for the single pur- 
pose of recording their opinion of the conduct of 
the General Assembly. Thus, in defending them- 
selves in a partial, reserved and therefore dishon- 
est subscription to a sound religious creed, they — 
say ‘* The ¢heological principles of this department 
are placed by the statutes of its founders, on the 
basis of the Westminster Confession, subscribed 
for ** substance of doctrine ;” as this formulary 
has been subscribed in Yale College fora century, 
(except during a short interval) and as it is now 
subscribed in the Presbyterian Church.”” And then 
in a note add; ‘* There is not probably an individ- 
ual in that church (viz. the Presbyterian) who be- 
lieves in the procession of the Holy Ghost from 
the Father and the Son, nor in some other state- 
ments contained in the confession; while on 
points very greatly in dispute, the General Assem- 
bly admit the subscription of those who reject 
part of the confession. ‘This was established in 
the case of the Rev. Albert Barnes.”’ 

This a strong corroboration of the charge incor- 
porated in the Act and Testimony, which has 
been so liberally abused, as a slander against the 
General Assembly. The New School men well 
know that the late acts of the General assembly 
have countenanced a partial subscription to our 
standards,—such a subscription as affords ingress 
to every species of error, and here we have the 
acknowledgement from the very fountain head. 
The New Haven Professors publicly declare that 
the General Assembly have in the case af Mr. 
Barnes, established the principle, that men may 
lawfully subscribe. the Confession of .Faith, while 
they reject a part of it! We hope that our mode- 
rate brethren who charge us with slandering the 
General Assembly, will give this testimony due 
weight, as being the testimony of the New School 
themselves, in confirmation of what we have af- 
firmed. Yes, the New School know as well as 
the signers tothe Act and Testimony, that the Gen- 
eral Assembly have connived at and countenanced 
departures from our doctrinal standards. 


Orruopoxy.—The Editor of the New ‘Yor 


Evangelist, speaking of the contemplated conven- 
tion at Pittsburg says: 


‘*Should the spirit of peace prevail in the 
Convention, should the majority in that body 
come together, under the influence of honest 
though groundless fears about the dangers of 
the church, with sincere though mistaken de- 
sires to guard the doctrinal purity of our com- 
munion, we might indeed honour their zeal in 
favour of sound theology, FoR OUR OWN IS NO LEss 
THAN THEIRS! !”’ 

To know the character of the sound theology 
which the Evangelist is so anxious to promote, 
we must look a few lines above the paragraph we 
have quoted, and there we find it asserted, that 
the great body of the evangelical churches main- 


presumed to interrupt the silence since it heard 
the awful voice of the Eternal. 


tain the orthodoxy of general atonement, natural 
ability and the peniaL oF mmpuTATION ! 
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Tue Deverce.—Oor first page is wholly oc- 
cupied by the promised defence of the Act and 
Testimony from the pen of the Rev. Robert J. 
Breckinridge, of Baltimore, who by appointment, 
made the original draft of that paper. It speaks 
forcibly and truly, and comprehends an argument 
which never has been, and never can be answered. 
We have been surprised at the meagerness of ar- 
gument by which the Act and Testimony has 


been assailed, and we may now safely conclude. 


that it stands upon elevated and impregnable 
ground. Like the rocky steep in the bosom of 
the ocean, it has encountered the tempest and 
sustained the shock of the waves, but as the 
clouds disperse and the commotion ceases, it is 
still observed rising in ite preeminence, unaffect- 
ed and unchanged, to defy the storms which 
may assail it in future. We have seen this 
document dissected, we have seen it reviewed, 
and we have heard it loudly abused, but our at- 
tachment to it and our confidence in it, remain 
unchanged. | 

We had not intended to have suid any thing 
applausive of the author, by way of recommend- 
ing the paper itself, for that we consider as the 
property of no one individual in particular, but as 
the joint property of all who sign it; and upon its 
own merits it must rest, disconnected from the 
mame of any one who had an agency in framing 
it. Butcircumstances compel us to vindicate our 
brother from recent and unjust aspersions, al- 
though his independent spirit may not thank us 
for our interference. Mr. Breckinridge was an 
eminent lawyer in Kentucky, and was rising in 
his profession, until a-teligious change in his 
views and feelings induced him to abandon a 
jucrative profession, for the arduous and self- 
denying duties of the ministry. Since the trans- 
fer of his attention and afféction, from the law to 
the Gospel, he has been known as a zealous, 
Jaborious, and successful minister of Christ. He 
is an uncompromising Presbyterian both in doc- 
trine and order, and fearless and ardent in the 
maintenance and defence of what he believes to 
be the truth. He is a stranger to time serving 
policy, and this, in the opinion of many, is his 
greatest ctime. He pursues his object with an 
intensity which bears down opposing obstacles, 
and if his ardour sometimes betrays him. it can 
never be said, that that ardour is founded in dis- 
honesty of purpose. We speak what we believe, 
when we say, that we have seldom seen his equal 
in debate, on the floor of our church courts. Lu- 
minous argument, pleasantry, just sarcasm and 
eloquence characterize his speeches, and they 
seldom fail to be effective. 

With this just tribute, no one is more likely 
to be offended than Mr. Breckinridge himself; 
but we have been induced to venture it, in conse- 
quence of an attack made upon him in the last 
number of the Philadelphian, edited by the Stated 
Clerk of the General Assembly. We know not how 
to characterize that unmerited and unprovoked at- 
tack; on more than one account it has grieved 
and afflicted us, although we have not the slight- 
est apprehension that it will in any way affect 
the character of its object. A correspondent in 
the Philadelphian, who professes not to be a 
member of any church, inquires, who is the author 
of the Act and Testimony? The Editor thus 
replies : 

“The reputed writer of the nullification pro- 
eclamation and war manifesto, called ** The Act and 
Testimony,”’ is the Rev. Robert J. Breckinridge, 
now of Baltimore; who in 1831 first came to the 
General Assembly as a Ruling Elder from Ken- 
tucky. He was then a Licentiate as well as a 
Ruling Elder; and much distinguished himself, 
in ways that no member of that Assembly ever 
can forget. The excuse to be made for him was, 
that he had been lately converted from impeni- 
tence to penitence, and from law to theoldgy ; 
and brought with him to the highest ecclesiasti- 
cal court in our connection all the blustering and 
arrogance of a cock turkey Jawyer in a county 
court. 

** In the late meeting of the Synod of Philadel- 
phia he appears to have been the bully, ever 
ready to threaten Rev. Messrs. Duffield, Robert 
Kennedy, and others, that if they dared to avow 


certain sentiments he would instantly move the 
Synod to order their Presbytery to try them for 


** We believe him to be a pious, hot-headed 
young man, of whose insubordination and deter- 
mined spirit even some high tree in Kentucky 
might testify; but who, hopefully, should he 
live to be thirty years a minister of Christ, will 
have some reasonable share of humility and 


modesty.” 

Tae Ecuirse.—On Sabbath last the was 
shorn of his splendour, as astronomers had accu- 
rately foretold. Atthetime of its occurrence, light 
clouds were floating through the air and at the 
period of greatest obscuration, the darkness was 
not greater than is often observed in a cloudy 
day. This circumstance seemed to have deceived 
many, who, apparently unapprized of the pheno- 
menon, might be seen walking gravely, with 
cloaks and umbrellas, to secure their persons 
against the approaching rain. Probably some 
were afterwards surprised to find that it was on/y 
an eclipse that had produced the darkness. 


Unrrartan Co-operation.—The Christian Re- 
gister of Boston, a paper devoted to the cause of 
Socinianism, kindly extends its countenance to 
certain Southern papers, which are suffering per- 
secution from the O:thodox, merely for interpret- 
ing the Gospel in opposition to human standards. 
It expresses its sympathy in the following Jan- 
guage: 

* There seems to be agreat reluctance among 
the Presbyterians of the South to engage in the 
controversy that has grown out of the proceed- 
ings of the General Assembly, and which has 
been embittered by the denunciations of the mi- 
nority against those who are charged with the 
crime of setting up a new Divinity, and another 
Gospel, (by which last phrase is always to be 
understood an interpretation of the Gospel dif- 
fering from human stendards;) but recent circum- 
stances compel them to take sides, if not exactly 
upon the same grounds as those of the combatants 
in the Middle and Western States, yet upon 

nds somewhat similar. The alleged errors 
that have made their way into the Presbyterian 
church, are such as have proceeded from the 
North and East to the South and West; and we 
find, from a correspondent of The Southern Re- 
ligious Telegraph, (Richmond, Va.) a paper con- 
ducted with ability, and with great caution in re- 
gard to the great existing controversy, that’ war 
has been declared against all neutrals, and against 
ali the Northern Barbarians who have made in- 
roads into the South, and profaned the sanctuary 


which contains the sacred, human creeds of Pres- 
bytery.” | 


Dr. Lansine’s Lerrer.—We insert Dr. Lan- 
sing’s Letter, addressed to the Editor of the Phi- 
ladelphian, preceded by @ note directed to the 
Editor of the Presbyterian. The style of the note 
is singular enough. The Writer would fain ad- 
dress us ag a brother in Christ, but under the cir- 
cumstances of the case, he is forced to confine 
himself to a plain—Sir. If we have any choice 
in the matter, we are satisfied with the alterna- 
tive, because it is sufficiently explicit, and ex- 
presses intelligibly the writer’s feelings. ‘There 
seems to be, however, a small mistake incorpo- 
rated in this letter. If we remember correctly, 
our correspondent did not mention the name of 
Dr. Lansing, but merely expressed the fact, that 
a member of the Assembly publicly avowed, that 
he worshipped God according to the style of he- 
resy denounced in Mr. Jenning’s resolutiona; the 
direct and public application of this language to 
Dr. Lansing, is due to the Editor of the Philadel- 
phian. But we feel but little zeal in exculpating 
ourselves from this charge, especially since we 


have read the creed of our reverend accuser. This 


creed is not very explicit, and it is by no means 
as full as it should have been under the circum- 
stances of the case. 
orthodoxy, that we will venture to affirm, that Dr. 
Taylor, of New Haven, will subscribe it cordial- 
ly. In the third article, there is an evident denial 
of original sin, according to our standards; men 
become sinners by voluntary choice and purpose, not 


of necessity; in other words, there is no innate 


depravity, but depravity is merely the result of 
our own choice. The fifth and sixth articles are so 
expressed as not to present the author’s views on 
the peculiar points in the atonement, which are 
matter of controversy between the Old and New 
Schools. In the seventh article, we have the as- 
sertion of the sinner’s ability to obey the Gospel, 
and an intimation that God could not be justified 
in condemning the sinner, upon any other ground 
than his refusal to exercise this ability ; in other 
words, God would not be justified in condemning 
a sinner on account of his innate depravity, and 
therefore all infants, at death, must, as a matter 
of right and justice, go to heaven, and of course 
irrespective of the atonement of Christ. In the 
eighth article, it is plainly implied, that the only 
necessity of the Holy Spirit’s influences, arises 
from the unwillingness of the sinner to come to 
Christ, so that the only change effected by the 
Holy Ghost, is a change of will. We have 
no intention to misrepresent the views of Dr. 
Lansing, but, in our opinion, under the terms of 
this brief creed, are couched the principal errors 
of the New School; and, we doubt not, that a 
little more amplitude and explicitness would have 
brought them out in bold relief. 

In the preceding part of his communication Dr. 
Lansing says: 

‘What I said in the last General Assembly, 
on certain resolutions referred to in your Jetter, as 
reported by Zhe Presbyterian, is a Gross, though 
I cannot think, wilful perversion.” 

The reference here is to the report made for our 
paper, by the Rev. Mr. McKinney, who stated, 
that when Mr. Jennings read his resolutions 
against certain errors, a member of the Assembly 
(viz. Dr. Lansing) arose and opposed their pas- 
sage, on the alleged ground, that, if these. were 
heresies, they were the kind of heresy according 
to which he worshipped the God of his fathers. 
If Mr. McKinney misunderstood Dr. Lansing in 
this declaration, he was not the only one, for it was 
manifestly the general understanding; and Dr. 
Lansing may possibly remember, that, at the 
close of the session, when he was leaving the 
house, a Rev. Dr., resident in the State of New 
York, and who voted on the same side with him, 
remarked in language to this amount—* Dr. Lan- 
sing. if I were a member of your Presbytery, I 
would arraign you for that avowal.’”’ But we have 
done. Weare willing that our readers should 
hear Dr. Lansing’s defence, and hence we have 
placed it before them. 


Retraction.—It has been reported with evi- 
dent triumph that a number of signers to the Act 
and Testimony have upon reflection, withdrawn 
their signatures. This report partakes of politi- 
cal trickery, as it is designed to invite retractions 
by the force of example. One elder by a direct 
request has desired his name to be withdrawn, and 
another by a request inserted in the Western Lu- 
minary, and these are the only cases of a change 
of mind which have come to our knowledge; and 
we presume if there had been others, we would 
be among the first to receive notice of them. 


Dr. Beecuer.—The Cincinnati Journal informs 
us that at the Jast meeting of the Cincinnati Pres- 
bytery, the Rev. Joshua J.. Wilson, D.D., tabled 
charges against Dr. Beecher. It remarks: 


‘“*As near as we can recollect, these charges 
were—l1l. Heresy. In Dr. Beecher’s view of free 
agency and dependence, in his sermon on those 
subjects, delivered in Andover, Mass. 2. In his 
views of ‘total depravity,’ in the sermon afore- 
said, and also in his sermon in the National 
Preacher, ‘on the native character of man.* 
3. The third charge or specification against Dr. 
Beecher, was his being a PERFECTIONIST, in proof 
of which, a paper, called *The Perfectionist,’ 
edited in New Haven, was appealed to. The 
4th charge was, ‘ sLanper of the church,’ iv Dr. 
Beecher’s sermon on *‘ dependence and free agen- 
cy. The 5th charge was, ‘Hypocrisy, in Dr. 
Beecher’s adoption of the Confession of Faith.’ 
The above constitute the substance of the charges. 


spring meeting of the Presbytery.” 


keep 1T Hory.’’—The Dublin Freeman’s 
Journal says: 


**On Sunday the Bishop of Charleston waited 
to pay his respects, before quitting Ireland, on 
the Lord Lieutenant and the Marchioness Welles- 
ley, with whom he had an interview of considera- 
ble length ; and at five o’clock on the same evening 
sailed from Kingstown, in company with the 
four ladies above referred to (the Ursuline nuns) 
for Liverpool, from whence, we understand, they 
purpose sailing on to-morrow for Philadelphia. 
A number of particular and attached friends pro- 
ceeded to Kingstown on Sunday to take a part- 
ing leave of Doctor England on quitting the 
shores of a country of which he is so distinguish- 
ed an ornament.” 

Again: 

The St. Louis (Missouri) Republican, of the 
28th ult., says, * The splendid Catholic Cathe- 
dral, in this city, was consecrated on Sunday last, 
with all the forms me ceremonials belonging to 
the church. Five Bishops, a large number of 
Priests, and the military companies of this city, 
participated in the ceremonies. Several thousand 


persogs must have beea present to witness the 
impositig spectacle.” 


And thus they made a Sunday-frolic of it. 


Indeed, so vague is it, in ifs | 


‘the Act and Testimony,” which was appended to 


The whole business was laid over to the regular |. 


Tre Western Recorper acain.—The Editor’ 
of this paper treats us with too much temper. 
We affirm again, that by the laws of just infer- 
ence, if a Theological Seminary suffers it to be 
blazoned in capitals at the head of a religious 
journal, that it is published under its patronage, it 
is accountable to the public for the doctrines of 
that journal. Now, the editor of the Recorder 
commended the New Haven statement, and we 
considered this tantamount to a commendation 
from the Auburn Seminary, which patronizes the 
Editor and his paper. This inference has not 
been disclaimed formally | by the Professors at 
Auburn, but the editor has denied the trath of our 
inference in the following language; ** We hap- 
pen to know, indeed, that the little article upon 
which the editor of the Presbyterian has ponneed so | 
violently, is not approved by one of the Professors ; 
and it is quite possible that none of them relish it.” | 
We are at some loss to comprehend the scope of | 
this denial. The Editor knows that not one of the | 
Professors approves his article commendatory of | 
the statement, and then in his opinion it is possible | 
that none of them relish it. The first branch of | 
the paragraph is sufficiently explicit, but the last 
branch of it, involves the whole subject again in 
a mist. We wish to practice no deception for the | 
accomplishment of a purpose, as the editor of the 
Recorder would insinuate, and as a proof of our | 
honesty, we will publish the disavowal of the [ 
Professors at Auburn of any identity of view with | 
New Haven doctrine, whenever that shall be fur- 
nished. The conjectural certainty of the editor of 
the Recorder, as above expressed, is not quite sat- |} 
isfactory to our minds. 


ALexanpER CAMPBELL.—NSome weeks since we } 
declined publishing what we. termed ‘a meta- 
physical defence of the sixth error condemned in 


the minutes of the Lewes Presbytery, and which 
was sent to us, not as an original communication, | 
but through the columns of the Philadelphian. f 
Our declinature has excited the wrath of Mr. | 
Alexander Campbell of Poplar-town, Eastern f 
Shore of Maryland, who it appears was the 
author of said production, and who by way of 
righteous retaliation, has abused us in almost 
every form, in a long letter which finds its ap- 
propriate niche in the Philadelphian. We never 
had much opinion of Mr. Campbell’s refinement, 
but this specimen of coarse and unprovoked abuse, 
enables us to estimate his character with preci- 
sion. His worst enemy could not have presented 
him in a more unenviable light, than he has done 
in his own letter. But his attack upon ourselves 
aside; of what does Mr. Campbell complain? 


conspicuous as the author of error, and jhat we 
have refused our aid to usher him into notoriety. 
He says he originally conceived the sixth error 
denounced in the Act and Testimony—that he 
was the first to publish it, and that he is stil! the 
only Presbyterian minister, (and may he long 
enjoy the sole honour,) who recognizes it under 
his own signature. Now.it is certainly a griev- 
ance to transfer the paternity of such a precious 
speculation from Mr. Campbell of Poplar-town, 
to Dr. Taylor of New Haven. But really the 
value of the article is hardly worth a dispute. 
But the offended author, thinks it ought to have 
been known and must have been known, that he 
published several sermons in Dover, which con- 
tained this error of which he is so proud, and 
therefore he must consider the Act and Testimony 
as having had a special reference to him! This 
is truly amusing. Very few of those who sup- 
port the Act’ and Testimony, we presume ever 
heard of Mr. Campbell’s pamphlets, and stil] 
fewer ever read and understood them. And 
humbling as it may be to the pride of authorship, 
we verily believe they were never thought of by 
those who had an agency in the original draft of 
that paper. 

One word in conclusion. Mr. Campbell judges 
very contemptuously of our talents; we are satis- 
fied with his estimate, for we have a very lowly 
opinion of our own talents; and we are are wil- 
ling to stand precisely where Mr. Campbell of 
Poplar-town may place us, provided always, that 
he permit us to keep our feet on derra firma, and 
and do not compel us to dance attendance upon 
him in his metaphysical flights amidst the re- 
gione of mist and fog. i 


For the Presbyterian. 
PRESLYTERY OF MUHLENBERG. 

The following is an extract from the minutes 
of the Pesbytery of Muhlenberg, met at Green- 
ville, on the 27th of September, 1834. 

The Presbytery having discussed the document 
entitled the ‘Act and Testimony,” at some 
length, it was 

esolved, ‘That we most heartily concur in the 
testimony of this document, against all the errors 
therein specified, both as it respects doctrine and 
order, and declare our determination to hold and 
defend the doctrines of our Confession of Faith, 
in the plain and obvious meaning of its language ; 
and that a copy of this resolution, signed by the 
members of the Presbytery concurring in the 
same, attested by the Moderator and Clerk, be 
sent to office of the Presbyterian in Philadelphia. 

Members concurrinc.—R. H. Lilley, and 
S. W. Calvert, Ministers; Hugh Martin, Wm. 
Starling, Wm. M. Morrison, and Wm.° Martin, 
Elders. 

MemBers NoT concurrtnc.—John J. Pierce, 
and Hugh Patten, Ministers; Andrew Stinson, 
and Thomas Hadden, Elders. 

The above js a true copy. 
S. Stated Clerk. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. | 


At the twenty-fourth annual meeting of the 
Manchester and Salford Auxiliary Bible Society, 
held on the 15th of last October, the following 
was Stated as the operations of the parent society, 
according to its last report.—The amount receiv- 
ed by the society, during the year, had been 
83,897/. 2s. 6d. being an excess of 8,404/. 12s. 3d. 
over the receipts of the preceding year. The free 
contributions amounted to 28,145/. 2s. 2d. and the 
receipts from the sale of Bibles and Testaments 
were 41,149/. 2s. The number of Bibles and Tes- 
taments tssued from the Society’s depositories at 
home, were 288,191 ; from those abroad, 105,709; 
total, 393,900 copies of the Scriptures. Thirteen 
auxiliaries, ten branches, and 154 associations, 
had been established, and of these altogether, 
2496 were in operation; and independently of 
these, many Sunday schools had availed them- 
selves of the Society to the extent of several 
thousands of copies of the Word of God. 

The Right Hon. Lord Bexley had been ap- 
pointed president of the institution. In the course 
of the proceedings, allusion was made to the loss 
of Lord Teignmouth, the Rev. Joseph Hughes, 
Wm. Wilberforce, Esq. and Mrs. Hannah More, 
in terms of deep regret; the latter, it stated, had 
bequeathed to the society a legacy of a 10001. and 


Simply of this, that he has not been made more | 


[ADDITIONAL SIGNATURES TO THE ACT AND 
TESTIMONY. 

_ Presbyteries. Ministers Elders. 

S. Carolina. John B. Kennedy Charles Blakeley 
: D. Humphreys David Boyd 

William Carlile Jotn Templeton 

Isaac W.Waddel Robert Gray 

John L. Kennedy 


James Culbertson Robert Bay _ 
William Wallace W. M‘Laughlin 
J.H. Parmele Henry Hunter 
John Pitkin Williara Shaw 
J. B. Plumstead David Beach 
S. Willson Wn. Rannells 
John Wright John Agnew 
Joseph Rannells 
John Thompson 
John Robertson 
Joseph M‘Donald 
Benj. Welsh 
John M‘Donald 
Geo. Harward 
Asa White 
J. M. Laughlin 
Robert Steward 
T. Campbell 
Abraham Pollock 
Samuel Marshall 
John Reasoner 
Robert M‘Gee 
Robert Miller 
John Wykoff 
Andrew Howell 
John Moor 
David Imley 
Wm. Cooper 
Abraham Warne 
James Thompson 
David Jones 
James Reeder 
Robt. Milligan 
L. Woodruff 
Jonas Ward 
John 
John Morgan* 
PeterEckery 
Mathers 
Ebenezer Smith 
David Burt 
J. B, Thompson 
Jesse Johnreon 
James Robinson 
‘David Frame 
James Frame 
Josiah Robe 
Alex. Robinson 
John Caldwell 
_Robert Leeper 
Wm. Robinson 


* This name is probably incorrect ; we had, from the 
manner in which it is written, to guess at it. 


Shiloh. | Alex. M*Dow 
Thomas Kennedy 
West. Dist. M.M*Millan John Wharton 
Daniel Shaw 
New Castle. Wm. Finney Zepha. Bayless 
Robt. H. Archer 
James Pannell 
Erie.* Robert Glenn James Blair 


Robert Porter 
Philip Bristel 
Isaac Miller 
- James Wilson 
Hugh Stewart 
M‘Cracken 
C. Bowman 
Zerah Jones 
Joshua Colman 
Pat. Davidson 
Robert Whan 
John Gordon 
John M:‘Cracken 
Adam Cooper 
| James Gilleland 
* We publish in another part of our paper the action of 
this Presbytery, but as there is not an express adoption of 
the Act aud ‘Testimony, we have not felt ourselves at 
liberty to append the names there recorded, to the forego- 


ing list. ‘Those members who wish their names atiached 
cau signify their wish in another communication. 


Philadelphia, Alvin. H. Parker Samuel Black 

| James Craig 
Jacob Habbersett 
Robert Martin 
John Burt 


Philadelphia 2d. Robert Smith 
Robert H. Smith 
Carlisle. Thomas Dickey 
Wm. M‘Curdy 
David Edie 
Miami. T. B. Clark Wm. Cowen 


Ebenezer Wilson 
Thomas Marquis 
Joshua Robb 
John Travis 


Nich. Goosham 
James Neely 
‘John Blair 
Robert Taylor 
Archibald Stitt 
James Wallace 
Richard Morrow 
John Appleby 
Alex. Appleby 


Henry Taylor 
Robert Milliken 
William Barr 
Thomas Reed 
Robert, Cooper 


V. Marquis 
Robert Walker 
John M-Clinton 
Aaron Rambo 


Peter Hendershot 
Mattison 
Joseph Y. Miller 
John Trusdell 
Daniel Griggs 
Peter M‘Gregor 
Andrew Cowan 
James George 
James Morison 
George Wight 
Wm. Hutson 
Arch. M*Auslan 
John George 
Adam Cowan 


D. W. Vail 

John Harshe 
John Thompson 
Joseph McCready 
William Ewing 
Robert Ramsay 
James Moody 


Huntingdon, George Gray 


Richland 


Newton, 


New York 9d, E. K. Maxwell 


New Brunswick 
Washington Geo. M. Scott, 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Gas.—We learn from Wilmington, Del., that the Gas 
Company in that city have commenced supplying houses 
with gas, and pipes are being laid for the purpose of light- 
ing the streets. 


Fire.—Monday morning, 24th ult. about 7 o’clock, a 
fire broke out in the varnish shop attached to the coach- 
making establishment of Mr. Vansciver, in Camden, N. J. 
opposite Chesnut street, Philadelphia. Ina very short 
time the flames spread through the whole of the premises, 
consisting of frame buildings, which were totally destroy- 
ed, together with tools, materials, four finished coaches 
and a number in an unfinished state. The brick dwelling- 
house of Mr. V., adjvining the premises, was also de- 
stroyed. Several of the engine and hose companies 
crossed the river, with their apparatus, and by their ex- 
ertions prevented the flames extending to the contiguous 
buildings. We understand there was no insurance. 

Solemn het man, named Stewart, on Friday 
last, was found dead on the farm of Mr. Shetter, near 
Chambersburg, Pa. When found, his face was buried in 
the mud, and an —_ whiskey-jug, and his hat, laying a 
stort distance from him. A coroner’s inquest was held 
over the body, who returned a verdict that he came to 
his death by intemperance and exposure. 


Connecticut.—The amount of the School Fund of Con- 
necticut, is 1,929,738 dollars and 50 cents. Amount of 
moneys distributed by the State, during the = ending 

w 


her sister, Mrs. Magtha More, one of a similar 
amount, 


April, 1833, 79,461 dollars 90 cents. ! 
of children in the State, between 4 and 16 years of aguie 


New England Colleges.—The following table will ex- 
hibit the total number of academic students in each of the 
‘colleges specified, and the namber in each of the classes: 


Sen. Jun. Fresh, Total. 
Yale College, - 69 354 
Harvard University, 57 4) 48 8 214 
Amherst College, - 44 52 23 
Dartmouth College, 50 42 27 53. 
Waterville College, 14 36 6109 
Bowdoin 32 28 58 4S 
Williamstown College, 21 37 23 33 

361 377 483 459 1680 


Burlington College, Washington, and the Wesleyan 
University, have not been heard from. In the number of 
Freshmen in Waterville, eight in the partial course are 
included. The same we have done with ten in the partial 
course at Brown.— Watchman. 


Post-Office.—The Post-Office Committee of the Senate 
closed their investigations in this place on Wednesday 
evening last, and adjourned to meet in Washington me 
on Saturday. But three of the committee were in attend- 
ance here. viz. Mr. Grundy, of Tennessee, Mr Ewing of 
Ohio, and Mr. Knight of Rhode-Island. Mr. Southard of 
New Jersey. and Mr. Robinson of lilinois, the other two 


home, and the latter at Washington. Matthew, St. Clair 
Clark, Esq. accompanied the commitlee as secretary. 
They examined a number of witnesses whilst here, but 
what was testified will not be known until the committee 
make their report to the Senate.—Chambershurg Rep. 


Neapolitan Claims.—The ship Rhone, arrived at New 
York ‘hon Havre, has brought one hundred thousand 
dollars in gold, being a portion of the first instalment on 
the claims of our citizens against the Neapolitan govern- 
ment. 


Health of Baltimore.—The Board cf Health report but 
four deaths by Cholera during the past week. For some 
days past not a single case has been heard of, and the 
general health of the city was never better than at the pre- 
sent period. 

Will's Hospital._—The Philadelphia City Councils on 
Thursday evening, in joint meeting, re-elected the follow- 
ing named gentlemen Managers of the Will’s Hospital 
for the lame aud the blind: Charles Stout, J. Rodman 
Paul, Andrew M. Jones, Michael McGrath, Jacob Tho- 
mas, Thomas Snowden. 


Another Rail-Road Project.—The Morristown papers 
contain a notiee of intended application to the legislature 
for a charter of a rail-road from Morristown to some point 
on the New Jersey rail-road, with a capital of $1,000,000. 


Rhode Island Banks.—The Providence Journal con- 
tains an abstract of the returns of the fifly-eight banks in 
Rhode-Island. by which it appears that they have a capi- 
tal stock of $8,051,132; real estate and other property, 

303,145 ; specie on hand, $467,407; bills cf other banks, 
and deposits in other banks, $523,968; bills in circulation, 
$1,251,435. 

A New State-—-A census has recently been taken in 
Michigan Territory. From the returns a received, 
it has been ascertained that it is entitled to admission as 
a State into the Federal Union. 


Cotton Seed Oil.—This is likely to become an article of 
merchandize, and to be introduced into general use. We 
perceive by the Mobile Mercantile Advertiser, that a 
manufactory of it has been established near that place ; 
and the editor states, that for the purposes of burning in 
lamps, it is every way equal to sperm. oil ; the flame pro- 
duced from it being even whiter and cleaner than that 
produced from sperm: oil. Without entering into a dis- 
cussion of the relative merits of the two kinds of oil, we 
may remark, that if the cotton-seed oil shall answer at all 
for purposes of burning, it will be quite an acquisition to 
the public, inasmuch as immense quantities of it can he 
made, and ata price much Jess than the present high 
price of sperm. oil; we may venture to say for one half 
the price. —-Com Her. 


Influenza .--The Influenza prevails extensively in Phi- 
ladelphia, as well as in New York. Almost every indi- 
vidual has been touched by it—vld and young, hale and 
feeble. ‘The vapour baths are highly extolled in one of 
the New York papers, as being a prompt remedy for this 
widely spread epidemic. _ 


Extensive Counterfeiting —A man has been arrested at 
Toronto with 5040 counterfeit ten dollar notes of the bank 
of Upper Canada ; another had been arrested at Cobour 
with counterfeits on the same bank to the amount of 
pounds. 


Rail-Road Accident.—On the afiernoon of ‘Tuesday, 
25th ult. one of the cars on the Newark rail-road, was 
driven, by the carelessness of the driver, into the aper- 
lure occasioned by opening the drawer of the bridge over 
the Passaic, for a vessel to pass, with a concussion that 
injured many of the passengers, about twenty in number, 
severely, Fortunately. the frame work of the bridge 
sustained the car, and probably saved tke lives of many, 
as the distance the horses were precipitated was about 
twenty feet or more. The escape is almost miraculous; 
and there should be some regulation as to opening the 
drawer at this bridge, as the declivity is sufficient to very 
much increase the speed or velocity of the car. 


North Carolina.—The Hon. Bedford Brown hss heen 
re-elected to the United States Senate, by the legislatnre 
of North Carolina. Mr. Brown received 113 of 153 votes. 


Fire at Sea.---The barque Ellen, from Charleston, for 
St. Petersburg, which sailed in March last, Was no doubt 
the vessel seen on fire by Capt. Dovell, of the Ceylon, 
and by others. The Boston Atlas says, ‘‘ We fear the 
officers and crew all perished. The Ellen was only two 
years old, and one of the finest vessels belonging to this 


Destruction of Snow Hill—Extract of a letter to a gen- 
tlemen of Philadelphia, duted, Snow Hill, Nov. 25, 1834.— 
Thave justemerved from a nightof horrors. The centre, 
the most valuable section of Suow Hill is in ashes. The 
village has no tavern, no public office, and of all the 
houses occupied on —— by merchandise, all save 
two, are now smouldering in ruins. The public loss is 
nothing compared with that sustained by individuals. 
Some are left houseless and almost naked. Some, whose 
circumstances were comfortable on yesterday. are now 
poor. Old men’s fortunes are greatly diminished, aud 
younger ones have lost the labours of their lives. It 
would require at least one hundred, perhaps I ought 
to say one hundred and fifty thousand dollars to repair 
the injuries of last night.—Snow Hill is ruined. 

The fire originated in a small shop adjoining the store 
house, formerly occupied by White, Selly & Co.; and 
tt_ own strength, aided by a north-west wind, swept 
Green’s alley from its junction with Washington street, 
(which terminates at the bridge over tte Pocomoke.) 
nearly to the street which leads to Porter’s tanyard, the 
property of William White’s heirs, where Mrs. Randall 
used to live; of Joshua Duer’s dwelling, the same which 
James Duer improved and occupied ; the house built by 
Peter Corbin, in which you resided several years; your 
own old store house; Deveurix’s tailor shop; Mrs. Sle- 
maker’s shop; Collins’s tailor shop; Doctor L. D Han- 
dys office ; Colonel Handy’s store house; the Washiug- 
ton tavern, and its many offices; E. Dymock’s dwelling 
house, shop, and shop adjoining George Hudson’s dwell- 
ing house, and office adjoining Doctor Purnell’s dwelling 
house and office ; Mrs. Duer’s dwelling house; L. ‘Town- 
send’s dwelling house; Smith, Williams and Heath’s 
store; Isaac P. Smith’s, dwelling house, store, gra- 
nary and office; William’s office; Disharoon’s hat- 
ter’s shop; the Snow Hill Hotel, 8S. R. Smith’s house, 
Levin Townsen’s store, the post office, Givans’ hatter 
shop, Evans’s cabinet maker shop, Drydens & Co. 
Miiby & Wapes’ store, the court house, and other 
— that Ihave not time to mention, are all con- 
sumed. 


Pirates.—The recent trial at Boston, is without a paral- 
lel as to the numbers arraigned at any one time in this 
country, for more than one hundred years. The Rhode 
Island Republican states, that twenty-six pirates were 


July, 1723. They were captured by his Britannic Majes- 
ty’s ship Greyhound, and executed on Gravelly Point, 
and their bodies buried on Goat Island, between high and 
low water mark. 


United States Senators by the Legislature of Georgia ; 
the first for six years from the fourth of March next, the 
latter for the unexpired time of Mr. Forsyth. . 


Indian Troubles—Murders.—We learn from the St. Louis 
Republican, that the Indians in the vicinity of Prairie du 
Chien have been again engaged in bostile acts, and that 
these acts portend a serious termination. It appears 
that the Sauks and Foxes, a short time since attacked a 
party of Menominees, which they massacred ; the murde- 
rers were given up, but since then, some of the same tribe 
of Indians have made an attack upon some Winnebago 
women and children, ten of whom were killed. It is said 
that the ae intend avenging the wrong, and 
that the Sauks and Foxes are preparing to receive them. 
Ifthe Winnebagoes attack them on one side, the Sioux 
will very likely come down upon them on the other, as 
they owe them a grudge, and consider themselves the 
allies, or rather the protectors of the Winnebagoes. 


Rail Road Accident.—We learn from the Traveller, 
that yesterday morning, between nine and ten o’clock, 
asthe train of cars from Westborough were passing 
through Natick, a short distance from the centre of the 
town, the engiue came in contact with the chaise of Mr. 
David Rice, of that town, who was crossing the track. 
and not seen till the moment. The horse was killed 
instantly, the chaise was dashed to pieces, and Mr. Rice 
seriously injured on his head, though it is thought he may 
recover. The passengers united in freeing the engincer 
from the imputation of blawe.—Bost. Trans. 


Steam Boat between Owego and Wilkesbarre.—We 
stated some time since, that a steam baot is now building 
at Owego, with the view of establishing a communication 
between that place and Wilkesbarre. It is expected to 
be completed as soon as April, when it will commence 
plying between those places. Itis-said that without any 
unprovement in the bed of the river, the boat can be ser- 
viceable at least four months in the year, bat with a trifl- 
ing expense in cleaning away sand-bars &c. it will run 
entire season, unless obstructed by ice.—Com. Herald. 


dce.—On Saturday morning last the Hadson was frozen 
entirely over opposite Bath, between Albany and Troy, 
though the ice was not so thick as to interrupt Steam Na- 
vigation. 


condemned and executed at Newport, R.I. on the 17th of 


Georgia.—Mr. King and Mr. Cuthbert have been elected 


of the commitiee, are, we understand—the former at } 


North Carolina.—Governor Swain was re-eletied 
Governor of North Carolina. on the 24th ult. 


Pennsylvania—School Bill.—lt appears by the Harris- 
burgh Intelligencer, that thirty- 


counties have voted in 
favour of accepttng the Bill, fourleen accepting m part 
and one, Lebanon, rejected it unanimeoasty. 


YOUNG MEN’S COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


A meeting of the Young Men’s Colonization Society 
of Pennsylvania, will be held on Tuesday evening next. 
(9th inst.) in the Rev. Mr. Winchester’s church, Spruce 
street, between Fifth and Sixth, at 7 o'clock. 

A report of the Expedition for Bassa Cove, recently 
despatched by this Society, with other interesting docu- 
ments, will be read, and addresses made by the Rev. Dr. 
Tyng, and others. 


SEVENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


The Rev. Samugt Davirs Buytue, Pastor elect of 
the Seventh Presbyterian Church of this city, will, with 
Divine permission, emer upon his pastoral duties in that 
Church on next Sabbath, 7th inst. Service iti the Moru- 
ing at half past 10, and in the Aflernoon at 3 o'clock. 


INSPIRATION OF THE SCRIPTURES. 
A Lecture on the Inspiration of the Scriptures will, with 
the Divine leave. be delivered in the Second Presbyte- 
rian Church, (coracr of Arch and Third streets,) next 
Sabbath evening. Service to commence at 7 o’clock. 


SOCIETY FOR BETTERING THE CON. 
DITION OF THE POOR. 


1 have received $5 from * B.” for my Poor’s Purse. 
This branch of vur operations is now much in need of sid. 
Will not the benevolent and pious enable me to fmpurt 
suitable relief to the sick and afflicted to whom I minister? 
THOS. G. ALLEN, Agent. 


TEMPERANCE CONVENTION. 


The proceedings of the Young Men’x Temperance Con- 
vention may be had, gratuitous, at the ‘T’emperance Otice 
1} south Filth street. 


PHILADELPHIA INSTITUTE. 


By request of the Managers of the Philadelphia Insti- 
tute, a sermon will be delivered.on Sunday evening next, 
at 7 o'clock, in the Church on Arch above Tenth street, 
by the Rev. Mr. CHANDLER, to the Young Men of the 

nstitute, 

‘The Young Men of this city, generally, are invited to 


pattend. ‘I'he whole of the lower part of the church will be 


reserved for them. 
Matthew L. Bevan, Samuel Richards, Matthew New. 
kirk, A. G. Coffiu, Robert Earp, Dr. L. P. Gebhard. 
Committee of Arrangement. 

On the 26th of November, 1834, at his residence near 
Woodbury, N. J. Mr. Henry Rog, iw the eighty-first 
year of his age, an Elder of the Presbyterian Church. 

On the 10th of October, at his house in Hull, England: 
the Rev. Joun Scort, A. M. (son of Scout, the come 
meutator,.) upwards of 30 years Vicar of North Ferriby, 
and afternoon lecturer of Holy Trinity Charch, and dur- 
ine 18 vears minister of St. Mary's. nll. It would far 
exceed our limits to speak of the extent and vaciety of his 
attainments, and of the value of his ‘services to the church 
in general, and to this town, of which. for so long a pe- 
riod, he has been a distinguished ornament. His memory 
will long be cherished with the greatest reverence and al- 
fection, by all who have had the privilege of his acquaint- 
ance, and his loss to the parish and the public, will be 
deplored as little less thav trreparabie —Hull Advertiser. 

In Boston, 20th inst., aged 42, Rev Samuxkt GREEN, 
formerly pastor of the Union Church in that city. 


“ALMANAC. 


DECEMBER, Sun | Sun | High | 
1834, Rises, Sets. | Water.;Moon’s Phases, 
4 tHURSDAY, 720 5 34 
§ FRIDAY, 721,489] 623 D.H.M. 
6 SATURDAY, 7231 | 439] #716/First 7 7 423 
7 SUNDAY 722: 438 8 |Full 15 11 54 
8 MONDAY, 8 44 |Last 93 7 48 
9 LTUESDAY, 723 437 928 |New 30 211 
10 WEDNESDAY, 723 437] 10 8 
PHILADELPHIA PRICES CURRENT. 
HES. Corn, L C. white 70 
Pot, ewt. 4 37 do. L. C.yellow, 66 68 
Pearl do. U. C, round 74 
BUTTER. Oats, Pennsyly. 32.0 33 
Tub, per Ib. 10 Southern 3338 
Fxtra, No.1 10 Barley, Eastern 
No. 1 10 do. Pennsylv. 
No, 2. HOPS. 
COAL. lat sort, 1833, Ihe. 
Lehigh, per ton 450 500 MACKEREL. 
Schuylkall 475 § 00} No. 1, bbi. 6 $0 
COTTON. No. 2, | 5 75 
Louisiana 20 | No. 3, 4 50 
Mobile 16 18 OIL. 
N. Ala. and Ten. 15 17 | Linseed 90 
S. C. and Geo, 17 19 | Whale, gallon, 3o 0 3 
N. C. and Va. 1 10 | Sperm. winter 1 00 
FREIGHTS. do. summer 80 85 
To Pittsburg, per wagon PLASTER PARIS. 
100 lbs, In Delaware,ton 2 87 
Do, via In Schuylkill 37 
Whetling, pr. wag. F SE ° 
Pottsville, via ca- Clover, bushel 400 4% 
_ nal, ton Fiaxseed, rough 160 1 68 
ND } Timothy, cusk 14 00 
Supeffine, bbl. 5 25 Herds, bushel 
Fine 5 00 Orchard grass 2 00 
$ 00 P ho 
iddling 4 00 | Prime Saxony fi 
Corn Meal 3 50 ib. 60 65 
do. in hhds. 15 00 Am. wash full blood 432 55 
GRAIN. Aim. unwash, do, 
Rye. Pennsylyv. 66 Suprr. pull diambs 37 40 
Rye, Southern 67 68 | Saxony, clean 70 75 
Wheat, Pennsylv, 1 05 Spa.shcep. R. F. & S. 60 90 
do. South. bush. 1 03 1 05 do, lambs, 60 75 


EDUCA'TION ANNUAL. | 
ry‘HIS DAY IS PUBLISHED by JOSEPH WHE- 
l -THAM,No 22 South the ANNUAL 
oF THE BoaRD oF Epvucarion oF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
Cuurca in tat Unitep Srates: A New Year's 
Offering for 1835. Edited by John Breckinridge, A M., 
Corresponding Secretary of the Board, 

ContenTs.—1. Address to Candidates; by the Rev, 
Johu Breckinridge. 2. Ministerial Fidelity and Pru- 
dence; by the Rev. Wm 8B. Sprague, D. D. 3. Import- 
ance of Mental Discipline ; by the Rev James Carnahan, 

. & Persona! Labour asa Foreign Missionary ; by 
the Rev. Wm. S. Plumer. 5 Why is there so Litle 
Giood Preaching? by the Rev. Robert J. Breckinridge. 
6. Moral Relations of Political Economy; by Prof. 
Ifenry Vethake. 7. Ministerial Duties and Quatlifica- 
tions ; by the Rev. Samuel! G. Wiuchester. 8. Holy and 
Effcrent Ministry of the Gospel; by the Rev. Joha C. 
Young 9. ‘The Duties of Ameri¢an Ministers in regard 
to the Roman Catholic Religion; by the Rev. William 
Urwick, D. D., of Dublin, Ireland. 10. Manual Labonr 
th of Education; by the Rev. George Junkin, D. D. 
11. Memoir of the Rev. John Holt Rice, D. D.; by the 
Rev. Hiram P. Goodrich. 12. A Call to the Sacred 
Office. 13. Memoir of Granville Sharp; by the Rev. R. 
R. Gurley. 14. Claims of the World on American 
Youth; by the Rev. John Gray. 15. The Missionary ; 
by Mrs. J. L. Grey. 16. A Hymn; by Mrs. J. L. Gray. 
17. Missionary Operations in China; by the Rev. James 
W Alexander. 

EMBELLISHMENTS —I. Frontispiece. A Globe, re 
seuting the world as a Misssionary Field. IL. Vignette. 
A pulpit with appropriate motto. Il. Portrait of Martin 
Luther. IV. Portrait of the Rev. John H. Rice, D. D, 
V. Portrait of Granville Sharp. VI. Portrait of the Rev. 
Dr. Morrison, of China. Dee. 4. 


IN PRESS. 

J HETHAM, will publish next week, Discourses 

° on Baptism, by Samuel Miller, D.D. Prefes- 
sor of Ecclesiastical History, &c. in the Theological Sem- 
inary at Princeton, N.J., 1 vol. 12mo. 

J. W. has constantly on hand, a large assortment of 
Theological and Classical Books, which he will se!] at the 
lowest prices. ie Dee. 4. 


VALUARLE TiTKOLOGICAL BOOKS, 
JELIA HEBRAICA; Arius Montanus; Bingham’s 
Works, containing Origine’s Ecelesiastice, &e. 
2 vols folio; Calvin’s Institutes 3 vols;. Cecil’s Works $ 
vols; Hall’s Sermons; Redemption Redeemed, &c. by 
John Goodwin; Asheton’s Scripture Atlas; Carey's 
General Atlas. folio; Towusend’s Bible; Howe’s Work-; 
Gesenius on Isaiah; Kuinoel’s Commeutary on the New 
‘Testament; Koapp’s Scripture arguments; Oldshausen’s 
Commentary on the New Testament; Tittmann on St. 
John; Dr. Storr’s Opuscula Academica; Roseamueller ou 
the Old and New ‘Testament; Schleusner’s Lexicoa $ 
vols; Halyburton’s Works; Fletcher’s Works; Reynolds’ 
Works; Lightfoot’s do.; Owen’s do.; addington’s 
Church History; Watson’s Body of Divinity; Graves on 
the Pentateuch; Bloomfield’s Critical Digest, &c. &c. 
Also. Vols. 1, 2, 3. 10. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 22, 
and 26, &c, of the Christian Observer. : 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS. 

Gospel of the Old Testament, by Caroline Fry; 
Sprague’s Letters to Memoir of James Brai- 
nerd Taylor ; Secrets of Female Couveuts; Maternal So- 
licitude; James’ Anxious luquirer. With a large assort- 
ment of Religious Works. 


a ANNUALS FOR 1835, 
e igious Souvenir, The Oriental, . 
ship’s Offerings, with all the 


nuals. Also, a splendid assortment of Bib! ~ 
ments, Hymn Books, &c. &c, For whe by 


JOHN C. PECHIN, 
Late firm of Grorce, Latimer & Co. - 
No. 13 south Fourth street. 


NEW BOOKS. 
SECRETS of Female Convents Disclosed. Simpson 
on Education. Sermons from the’ Fowls of the Air, 
and the Lilies of the Field, by Samuel Nott, Jr. A Mo- 
ther’s Legacy to her Daughter. Dymond on War, with | 
Notes by mas S. Grimke. Memoir of Mary Jane 


Graham. do. of Mrs. Hantingten. Todd’s Lectures to 
ur sale by 


Children. Todd’s Index, Review, c. 
HE 


KINS, 
159 Chesnut street. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


FAITH. TRIUMPHANT. 


Jésus—I my cross have taken, 

All t0 leave and follow thee ; 
Naked, poor, despised, forsaken, 

Thou from hence my all shalt be. 
Perish every fond ambition, 
- All I’ve sought, or hoped, or known ; 
Yet how rich is my condition ; 

God and heaven are all my own! 


Let the world despise and leave me; 
They have left my Saviour too: 

‘Homan hopes and looks deceive me ; 
Thou art not, like them, untrue: 

_ And while thou shalt smile on me, 

God of wisdom, love, and might, 

Friends may hate, and foes may scorn me, 
Show thy face, and all is right. 


Go, then, earthly fame and treasure ; 
Come, disaster, scorn, and pain; 

In thy service pain is pleasure, 
With thy favour loss is gain. 

I have call’d thee Abba Father; 
I have set my heart on thee; 

‘Storms may howl, and clouds may gather; 

must work for good to me! 


Sonl, then know thy full salvation, 
Rise o’er sin, and fear, and care; 
Joy to find in every station, 
Something still todo or bear. 
Think what spirit dwells within thee; 
Think what heavenly bliss is thine ; 
Think that Jesus died to save thee ; 
Child of heaven, canst thou repine? 


Haste thee on, from grace to glory, 

Arm'd by faith, and wing’d by prayer; 
Heaven’s eternal day before thee, 

God’s own hand shall guide thee there. 
Soon shall close thy earthly mission, 

Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days, 
Hope shall change to glad fruition, 

aith to sight, and prayer to praise! * 
[ Hartford Mirror. 


THE HISTORY OF A LIFE. 
BY BARRY CORNWALL. 


_ Day dawned. Within a curtained room, 
Filled, to faintness, with periume, 
“A lady lay, at point of doom. 


Day closed. A child had seen the light; 
But for the lady, fair and bright, 
. She rested in undreaming night! 


Springs came. The lady’s grave was 
And, near it, oftentimes was seen 
A gentle boy, with thoughtful mien. 


green, 


Years fled. He wore a manly face, 
' And struggled in the world’s rough race, 
And won, at last, a lofty place. 


_ And then—he died --- Behold before ye, 
- Humanity’s poor sum and story ;— 
Life,—Death,—and (all that is of) Glory. 


VELOCITY AND MAGNITUDE OF WAVES. 


The velocity of waves has relation to their 
magnitude. Some large waves proceed at the 
rate of from thirty to forty miles an hour. It 
is a vulgar belief that the water itself ad- 
vances with the speed of the wave, but in fact 
the form only advances, while the substance, 
except a little spray above, remains rising and 
falling in the same place, according to the 
laws of the pendulum. A wave of water, in 
this respect, is exactly imitated by the wave 
running along a stretched rope, when one end 
of it is shaken; or by the mimic waves of 
our theatres, which are generally the undula- 
tions of long pieces of carpet, moved by at- 
tendants. But when a wave reaches a shallow 
bank or beach, the water becomes really pro- 
gressive, because then, as it cannot sink di- 
rectly downwards, it falls over and forward, 
seeking its level. So awful is the spectacle 
of a storm at sea, that it is generally viewed 
through a medium which biases the judg- 
ment ;. and, lofty as waves really are, imagi- 
nation makes them loftier still. No wave 
rises more than ten feet above the ordinary 
level, which, with the ten feet that its surface 
afterwards descends below this, gives twenty 
feet for the whole height, from the bottom of 
any water-valley to the summit. This pro- 
position is easily proved, by trying the height 
upon a ship’s mast, at which the horizon is 
always in sight over the tops of the waves; 
allowance being made for accidental inclina- 
tions of the vessel, and for her sinking in the 
water so.much below her water-line at the in- 
stant when she reaches the bottom of the hol- 
low between two waves. The spray of the 
sea, driven along by the violence of the wind, 
is of course ‘much higher than the summit of 
the liquid wave; and a wave coming against 
an obstacle, may dash to almost any elevation 
above it. At the Eddystone lighthouse, when 
a surge reaches it, which has been growing 
under a storm all the way across the Atlantic, 


_jt dashes even over the lantern at the summit. 


—Arnotl’s Elements of Physics. 


THE FIRST FRENCH REVOLUTION. 


Account of the victims of the French Rev- 
olution, from the statements of the Republican, 
Prudhomme. 


Nobles 1,278 
Noble women | 750 
Wives of laborers and of artisans 1,467 
Religieuses 350 
Priests 7 1,135 
Common persons (not noble) 13,623 
Guillotined by sentence of the 
Revolutionary Tribunal 18,603 
Women died of premature child- 
birth 3,400 
In child-birth, from grief 348 
Women killed in La Vendee 15,000 
Children killed in La Vendee 22,000 
Men killed in La Vendee 900,000 


Victims under Carriere at Nantes 32,000 
Of whom where Children shot 500 
Children drowned 1,500 


Women shot 264 
Women drowned 500 
Priests shot 500 
Priests drowned 460 
Nobles drowned 1,400 


Artisans drowned 5,300 


Victims at Lyons 31,000 . 


Total, 1,022,351 

It is in an especial manner remarkable in 
this dismal catalogue, how large a proportion 
of the victims of the Revolution were per- 
sons in the middling and lower ranks of like. 
The priests and nobles guillotined are ‘only 
2,413, while the persons of plebeian origin ex- 
ceed 13,000! The nobles and priests put to 
death at Nantes were only 2,160, while the 
infants drowned and shot are 2,000, and wo- 
men 764, and the artisans 5,300! So rapid- 
ly in revolutionary convulsions does the ca- 
reer of cruelty reach the lower orders, and so 


_ wide spread is the carnage.— Alison. 


SMYRNA, 


Temple, dated June 12th, giving an account of a des- 

tructive fire which had occurred in that city. 

The Committee, with all our Christian 
friends, will unite with us in praising our 
heavenly Father, for the merciful escape 
which he has recently given us from one of 
the most destructive fires which have occur- 
red in this city for more than a quarter of a 
century. On the 3d instant, about noon, we 
were alarmed by fire, which had just broken 
out not far from our house, and was blown 
towards us by a powerful wind. It had soon 
made such progress, that We deemed it pru- 
dent to pack up as many of our goods and 
books as possible, and flee. Within a few 
moments our house exhibited such a scene as 
it would be vain for me te attempt to des- 
cribe. A gang of twenty or thirty Jews and 
Greeks came in and began to exhibit the 
most tangible evidence that they regarded all 
within as common plunder. One Jew seized 
my hat and placed it on his head ; another 
my thermometer, and was putting it into his 
pocket ; while others grasped at shoes, boots, 
and any other articles that happened to lie in 
their way. Some of them rushed into the 
store-room, and cried out for rum, rum! Of 
this, however, they found none. In the 
midst of this scene of confusion, a ‘Turk took 
his stand in the store-room, with a large club 
in his hand, and with a dignity and firmness 
which filled me with admiration and the 
plunderers with fear, he brandished it in all 
directions. This brave fellow has not yet re- 
turned to ask any compensation, while the 
plunderers all came early on the next morn- 
ing to demand most clamorously-an exorbi- 
tant reward for the aid which they had ren- 
dered. In the midst of this indescribable 
scene, however, we were enabled to remove 
nearly all our goods and place them in boats, 
and convey them away to Mr. Jackson’s, an 
English gentleman, on whose premises our 
printing office is. We are extremely indebt- 
ed to this kind gentleman and his lady. One 
of his fire-proof magazines was thrown open 
to receive all our goods, and his house to re- 
ceive myself and Mrs. Temple; our two chil- 
dren, with our young Armenian friend, being 
kindly accommodated at Mr. Hallock’s. 

The fire advanced rapidly, consuming all 
before it, till it reached the next house to 
ours and Mr. Brewer’s, and the* same is true 
in reference to the houses of our missionary 
brethren, Lewis and Jetter, not far from ours, 
but in another direction, and there the Lord 
said to the destroying angel, as he was bran- 
dishing his flaming sword over our dwellings, 
It is enough, and the fiery sword was returned 
to its sheath, and our houses all stand almost 
unimpaired, monuments of the divine mcurcy 
to us, while two hundred families or more 
have seen their own dwellings become, what 
this world is destined soon to be, a heap of 
ruins and ashes. ‘* Whoso is wise, and will 
observe these things, even they shall under- 
stand the loving-kindness of the Lord.” 

The engines, and there are many of them, 
which came to quench the fire, could not one 
of them be induced to play till 40 or 50 dol- 
lars were paid to each of them on the spot. 
One of our friends, who lost three houses, not 
happening to have the money in his pocket, 
his cashier being away at the moment, pro- 
mised the engineers and firemen any sum 
they would name, to be paid on the following 
day, but they would not afford him the least 
aid, because he could not give the money at 
the moment. Soon after this, four or five 
rich Turks most generously came to him 
with as much money as he might need, but it 
was too late. They, however, went into his 
houses and carried out upon their own should- 
ers many of his most valuable articles of fur- 
niture, and saved them. He was overcome 
and wept like a child as he related to me this 
noble conduct of the Turks. The common 
Turkish porters, however, demand an exorbi- 
tant sum on such occasions before they will 
do any thing. 

A very singular incident happened in the 
house of one of our countrymen, during this 
dreadful scene. A gang of Jews entered 
there, as they did my house, and one of them 
finding a musical snuff-box, seized it and put 
it into his pocket, and as he was making his 
way out, he jostled against some one, and this 
set the instrument in motion. ‘The thief was 
thunder-struck at hearing such a sound utter- 
ed by the plundered box in his pocket, and 
the attention of one of our friend’s clerks was 
thus attracted to the villain, who was very 
glad to deliver up without delay such a clam- 
orous accuser and detecter of the robbery 
which he had committed. What a striking 
comment is this on the declaration of Moses 
to Israel, Be sure your sin will find you out ! 
And what an affecting thing to find the off- 
spring of the vénerable patriarch Abraham, 
the father of all them that believe, the friend 
of God, sunk toso degraded and guilty a con- 
dition! The fire doubtless brought together 
all the vagabonds, thieves, and desperadoes of 
every sort, that were in the city, for this was 
emphatically their hour and the power of 
darkness 


A LESSON FOR BOYS. 
A lad from Bucks county was placed as an 
apprentice in one of the newspaper offices 
in this city, a few years since, whose short 
career furnishes a striking evidence of the 
miserable consequences of boys indulging in 
irregular practices. His evil habits had their. 
origin in an inveterate fondness for running out 


| at nights, which, as a matter of course, made 


him acquainted with vicious boys of his age, 
such as are witnessed every night, lounging 
about the corners of our streets, often swear- 
ing and drinking. He fell gradually but irre- 
claimably into their habits, and soon became 
a worthless boy; and not long since made his 
escape, went off to sea, and in one of the 
West India Islands fell a victim to his own 
intemperate indulgences. So far his case 
may be only that of many others who have been 
equally imprudent, and paid as severe a pen- 
alty for their follies; but it is rendered more 
striking from the circumstance of his having 
been sought for, within a few weeks, by one 
who communicated the intelligence to his 
friends here of his having been bequeathed 


property to the amount of forty thousand dol- 
lars.—U. S. Gaz. 


_ DERIVATION OF NEGRO. 

The word negro does not in reality mean 
any thing more than the phrases, ‘ coloured 
man,’ ‘red man,’ or ‘white man.’ Negro is 
the Spanish and Portuguese word for black, 
and was by them applied ‘to people merely to 
distinguish colour. It is indeed applied to 
any thing of a dark shade ; thus ‘ pao negro’ 


is brown bread, and ‘ negro varo,’ is the pur- 
ple cup.— Oasis. 


The following letter has recently been received from Mr. | 


AFFECTING ANECDOTE—FILIAL PIETY. 


A young lad but newly admitted into the 
military school, soon made himself appear of 
rather a singular disposition by his remarka- 
ble abstemiousness. Whatever variation of 
diet was allowed, he never ate any thing but 
bread and soup, and-drank nothing but water. 
‘The governor being informed of this conduct, 
so very uncommon in a boy, attributed it to 
an indiscreet devotion, and reproved him for 
it. Nevertheless the lad persisted, ard the 
governor mentioned the circumstance to 
Monsieur. Paris Duverncy. He had the boy 
called before him, and with his usual mild- 
ress and moderation represented to him that 
such singularity was by-no means proper or 
allowable in a public institution, and that he 
must certainly conform to the rules and diet | 
established there. He afterwards unsuccess- 
fully tried to find out the reason that could 
induce the boy to act in such a manner, and 
at last threatened, if he persisted in conceal- 
ing it, that he would send him home again to 
his family. ‘This menace had the desired ef- 
fect, and he then disclosed the motive of his 
conduct. ‘You will not, I hope, be dis- 
pleased with me, sir,” said he; “ but I could 
not bring myself to enjoy what [ think Juxu- 
ry, while I reflect that my dear father and 
mother are in the utmost indigence. They 
could afford themselves and me no better fuod 
than the coarsest bread, and of that but very 
little. Here I have excellent soup and as 
much fine wheat bread as I would choose. I 
look upon this to be very good living, and the 
recollection of the situation in which I Jeft 
my parents would not permit me to indulge 
myself by eating any thing else.” 

Monsieur Duverney and the governor could 
not restrain their tears at such an early in- 
stance of fortitude and sensibility. ‘If your 
father has been in the service,”’ said M. Du- 
verney, “how comes it that he has got no 
pension?” ‘ For want of friends and money, 
sir,” replied the youth. ‘He has been up- 
wards of a year soliciting one, but his money 
and resources failed ; and rather than contract 
debts at Versailles, he is content to languish 
in the manner [ have told you.” * Well,” said 
M. Duverney, “if the fact appears to have 
been as you have stated it, I will engage to 
procure your father a pension of 500 livres. 
In the meantime here are three louis-d’ors for 
yourself as a present from the king, and [ will 
advance your father six months pay out of the 
pension I am certain of obtaining for him.” 
‘“* How can you send the money to him, sir?” 
asked the boy. ‘Let that give you no un- 
easiness,” replied M. Duverney; “1 shall 
find means.” ‘ Ah, sir,” said the boy with 
precipitation, “if you can do it so easily, be 
pleased to send him these three louis-d’ors 
you were so good as to give me. I want no- 
thing here, and they would be of the greatest 
service to my father for my brothers and sis- 
ters.” How delightful to the sensible mind 
are such early emanations of pious gratitude! 


ANECDOTE OF A BENEVOLENT FEMALE. 


Some time since, a lady, whose name has 
been respectfully announced, and whose time 
has been much devoted to promote the objects 
of the British and Foreign Seamen’s Friend 
Society and Bethel Union, going on board of 
a ship-of-war, was received by an officer on 
deck, not without respect, but accompanied 
with many of those expressions which unfor- 
tunately are too frequent in the lips of sailors ; 
the lady expressed her wish that while she 
was on board he would have the goodness to 
desist from language of that description ; he 
professed his readiness to oblige her, and dur- 
ing the period of her being on board, not one 
oath escaped his lips. She pursued her 
course, distributing to the sailors her tracts 
and Bibles, and, above all, her admonitions: 
on her return she was accompanied by the 
same officer, and had an opportunity of thank- 
ing him for his kindness in attending to her 
request; he expressed his readiness to oblige 
her on any occasion, and said there was no- 
thing she asked him to do that he would not 
do. ‘* Then,” said she, ‘* Pll thank you to 
read that book,” giving him a Bible. He felt 
himself surprised, (or, if you please, taken in,) 
but considering that he had given his promise, 
he was bound to fulfil it. | 

The lady afterward visiling a distant part 
of the country, went to the church, heard 
a sermon, and was returning, when the cler- 
gyman, running after her, said, “If I mistake 
not, | am addressing such a lady ?” mention- 
ing hername. ‘That is my name,” said she, 
“but I have no recollection of you.” ‘* No, 
madam,” said he, does not your ladyship re- 
collect visiting such a ship, and giving an 
officer a Bible?” ‘ Yes,” said she, ‘I do.” 
‘Then, madam, I am the person, and the 
good effects of it are what you have seen this 
morning.” 


THE OLD MAN 


Who said his prayers for seventy years, and yet all 
that time he never prayed at all, 


This poor old man was taught by his mo- 
ther, when a child, to repeat a prayer every 
night; this he did, from three years of age 
till he was seventy-three years old, and not a 
little proud was he to say, that he had not 
missed saying his prayers every night for sev- 
enty years!—When he was seventy-three 
years old, it pleased God to afflict him se- 
verely ; he was led by the Holy Spirit to see 
that he was a poor sinner, who had been liv- 
ing in the form of godliness, but had never 
felt its power. He found that, like the Pha- 
risee of old, he had often said, ‘* God, I thank 
thee that I am not as other men ;” but now 
he felt himself as the worst of sinners, and 
was led to cry out, “ God, be merciful to me 
a sinner,” with an humble and broken heart. 
It pleased God that he should in a measure 
recover, to spend the few last years of his 
life in humble dependance on the. grace of 
Christ ; and when he referred to himself, he 
would often add, “I am the old man who 
said his prayers for seventy ycars, and yet all 
that time never prayed at all.” 


PRESERVING BEES IN WINTER. 


Mr. Ethridge, of Montrose, Pew, who keeps 
a considerable quantity of bees, buried sever- 
al of his hives in the ground during the fall 
of last year. They were placed in a sufficient 
depth to be out of the reach of frost, and in 
such a manner that the air could by no means 
penetrate, being first covered with straw to 
about the thickness of ten inches, before be- 
ing covered with mould. They were taken 
up in April, and the bees were found to be in 
good health. They had made use of no 
honey, as there appeared to be as much honey 


in the spring as when the hives where buried. 
in the autumn. 


THE ORPHAN SCHOLAR. 


One of the teachers of the Hibernian Sab- | 


bath School, passing along the road in the 
evening, was attracted by the cries of young 
children in a cabin by the road side. He 
entered and witnessed a moving scene. The 
corpse of a woman was lying on the straw on 
which she had expired, surrounded by her 
four children, the eldest a boy about twelve 
years of age. On inquiry of the boy, he 
learned that the father had died about a fort- 


night before, of a fever; that the mother had | 


caught the fever, and died that morning, and 
that no one had the humanity to enter their 
wretched habitation since her death, but him- 
self. Early the next morning, the same ac- 
count was brought by another teacher, who 
had witnessed the same scene as he passed. 
They were still alone, and around the remains 
of their parent. serving the eldest boy to 
be more composed than the rest, he inquired 
of him, and heard the same distressing ac- 
count. The poor boy closed his narrative by 
saying, ** While my poor mother lay dying, 
neglected by her neighbours, who feared the 
distemper, I gave her all the comfort in my 
power ; possessed of my Testament, which I 
got in the Sabbath School, which I attended 
before the affliction of the family, I constant- 
ly read to her about Jesus Christ; and what 
she heard gave her great peace of mind. 
When she was dying, I kneeled by her and 
still read to herabout him, and begged her 
not to be troubled about us, for the Lord was 
so good he would surely provide for us. My 
poor mother had her senses to the last, and 
attended with eagerness to what I read, and 
to my request; and although she could not 
speak, she seemed to consent to all, and to 
die with great composure of mind.” 

He was asked what he intended to do? He 
replied, he did not know, that he had no 
friends there, his father having come from a 
distant part of the country a few years before, 
to work at his trade, and that his sister was 
too young to travel with him to beg; but that 


he was not uneasy; that he trusted in God, 


and was sure that he would be his friend. 
The destitute circumstances of these children 
being made known toa pious lady, she im- 
mediately provided for their support. 


3 EXTRACT OF LETTUCE. 

The juice of this plant inspissated, has late- 
ly taken a place among our pharmaceutic 
preparations, under the title of lactucarium. 
It is principally given as a narcotic, its jow- 
ers in which respect are long familiarly 
known. It is supposed to possess, though in 
an inferior degree, the virtues of opium, 
without producing the same deleterious ef- 
fects. The lettuce is much cultivated at 
Brechin, in Fofar, and its juice collected in 
considerable quantities for medical puposes. 
The plants are grown in a dell composed of 
rich soil, and opening to the south. In so 
favourable a situation they thrive vigor- 
ously, sending up thick and juicy flower 
stems. As soon as these have attained a 
considerable size and height, but before the 
flowers begin to expand, a portion of the top 
is cut off transversely. ‘This operation is 
performed when the sun has excited the 
plants into powerful action. The milky juice 
exudes from the wound, while the heat of the 
sun renders it so immediately viscid, that it 
does not flow down in a fluid state, but con- 
cretes around the part where it issues, form- 
ing a brownish scale*about the size of a six- 
pence. When it has acquired the proper 
consistence, it is removed, and as the inspis- 
sated juice closes up the extremity of the 
divided vessels, it is necessary to cut off 
another small piece of the stem; this causes 
the escape of the juice again, and another 
scale is formed. ‘The same process is repeat- 
ed as long as the weather is favourable, or the 
plant will yield any juice. 


WILD DEER AND RATTLE SNAKE. 

In the western parts of Virginia are dens 
where the rattle snakes and other serpents re- 
tire on the approach of cold weather, into 
winter quarters, and where, in a torpid state, 
like others of the serpent tribe, they while 
away that dreary season in a state of insensi- 
bility to cold or hunger. In the spring, when 
the genial influence .of the sun quickens 
them into active life, they crawl forth from 
their brumal retreats, and enjoy the pleasure 
of a renovated existence in their own peculiar 
manner. In their travels through the woods 


and fields, they generally wend their serpen- 


tine way along the paths previously made, 
and there not unfrequently meet with travel- 
lers of a character and species very different 
from themselves. Among the members of 
the animal kingdom that frequent that dis- 
trict of country, is the wild deer, between 


whom and the rattle snake there appears to 


subsist a most inveterate, instinctive hatred. 
When the deer, in the elevated pride of his 
character, moves gracefully along the path 
where the rattle snake is travelling, they both 
instantaneously halt in their course, and pre- 
pare for a combat, which is to terminate in the 
death of one or the other of the combatants. 
The snake immediately coils and prepares 
for the fatal spring; the deer slowly recedes, 
and coming up with lofty but gradual, bounds, 
leaps with as much precision as possible with 
his hard and horny feet upon the serpent: 
and if he miss him, passes rapidly on, and 
returning, renews the contest, and attempts to 
spring upon him again and again. The ser- 
pent, on seeing the deer moving towards him, 
patiently awaits his approach, and as soon as 
he conceives him to be within striking dis- 
tance, darts with the most venomous intent 
upon him, and if not disabled when the deer 
approaches him a second and a third time, 
the rattle snake repeats his springs, and if he 
strike the deer, the latter is soon put hors du 
combat, swells and dies. On the contrary, if 
the deer strike the rattle snake with his hoofs, 
the latter has his back bone broken, and dis- 
comfited expires. And it is a fact well 
known to many, that those two hostile ani- 
mals never separate after they meet, until 
one of them dies. This fact is derived orally 
from the former Reverend President of a 
college, whose reputation for knowledge and 
and veracity is of too lofty a character to be 
impeached.—N. Y. Farmer. 


Hatiey’s Comet.—Seeing in your paper 
an extract from’ a New York paper, stating 
that Halley’s comet was visible in the con- 
stellation ‘I'aurus, I beg leave to state that that 
comet will not be visible previously to Au- 
gust, 1835, and that its nearest approach to 
the earth will take place on the 6th of Octo- 
ber, 1835, when it will be nearly vertical in 


‘this latitude, and will be visible in the even- 
ing, in the constellation of the Great Bea ,| — 


never setting for several days.—Correspend- 
ent of a Dublin Paper. 


NEWARK COLLEGE, DELAWARE. . 


"THE vacation of this Institution expires on the 4th of 

_ November next. The next day, (Nov. 5,) the col- 
legiate year commences. | 

There are two vacations: one of four weeks, com- 
mencing the 4th Wednesday of April, and one of six 
weeks commencing the 4th Wodneoda of September. 
The estimated expenses for a Collegiate year, including 
board, tuition, room rent, washing, light and fuel, amount 
to $104 15. 

The Faculty consists of a President and three Profes- 
sors. The Rev. E. W. Gilbert, elected President at the 
close of the last term, has accepted the office. Two Pro- 
fessorships are filled by Mr Aguew and Mr. Graves: the 
other will be filled‘at the beginning of the term, to com- 
mence the 5th of November. | 

There is no place in the middle States more healthy. 
than Newark. It lies in the upper patt of the State of 
Delaware, near to Pennsylvania and Maryland. The 
situation is very favourable for a seminary of youth; it is 
retired, remote frém the dangers of large towns, and at 
the same tine, as easy of access for communications to 
and from parents and guardians, as can be desired. It is 
six miles from Elkton, eight from Frenchtown, ten from 
Newcastle, and twelve from Wilmington. 

The intelligent eye of the father of the late Dr. James 
P. Wilson, early selected it as a most suitable location 
for a College. 


The Institution embraces an Academical Department, |- 


in which a student may be instructed in academical 
branches, and also in any oue or more of the collegiate 
branches as may be chosen, in cases in which it is Gesired 
not to go through a full collegiate course. This is under 
the superintendence of the Faculty of the College. 

The Trustees have taken great pains to procure a 
Faculty worthy of confidence, as well for qualification, 
prudently and affectionately to take care of, and govern 
the students, as skill to teach them. ‘To those who know 
the gentlemen named, this representation need not be 
made. ILLARD HALL, 

a President of the Board of Trustees. 

October 23, 1834. 


a 


THE GOOD SON. 


N THIS little book is shown how great a blessing to 
. a widowed mother, a pious industrious son may be. 
William Bartlett, by his labour supports his poor mother, 
and by his kind and dutiful behaviour, alleviates her sor- 
rows, and is likewise by his instructions and example the 
instrument of his brother’s conversion. Twelfth series of 
the American Sunday School Union Catalogue, Price 
134 cents. Just published and for sale at the bookstore 
of the American Sunday School Union, No 146 Chesnut 
street, Philadelphia, 


FAMILY FLOUR. 


30 Barrrels and 30 half barrels of Rochester and 

other choice brands of New York Canal 
Flour, from white wheat for family use. ‘This day receiv- 
ed and for sale at the Temperance Stores of 

BALDWIN & COLTON, 
No. 2444 Market st. south side, above 7th, and 
S. W. corner of Dock and 2d streets. 
Nov. 25th, 1834. 


RELIGIOUS SOUVENIR, FOR 1835. 
New Edition. 
EY & BIDDLE, 23 Minor street, have in press a 


new edition of the Religious Souvenir, a Christmas, 

New Year and Birth day present, for 1835, edited by the 
late G. T. Bedell, D.D. Rector of St. Andrews Church, 
Philadelphia. It contains eight splendid Engravings on 
Steel, as follows: 

1. Mrs. Wolff, engraved by 
Lawrence. 
. Vignette, engraved by Ellis. 
. Sunday Morning, engraved by Tucker, 
. Degtruction of Sodom, engraved by Smillie, 
. The Invasion, engraved by Neagle. 
. Frederick and Ellen, engraved by Lawson. 
. Early Piety, engraved by Ellis, 
. Calumet, the Christian Indian, engraved by Tucker. 


Ellis from a painting by 


‘¢ As the Souvenir for 1835 contains the last of the lite- 
rary labours of the late Rev. Dr. Bedell, the volume must 
possess a melancholy interest for the numerous friends of 
that eminent clergyman, and an additional value in their es- 
timation. The obituary notice from the pen of the Rev.S. 
H. Tyng, is eloquent, fervent, and appropriate. ‘The en- 
gravings are eight in number, some of which are very su- 
perior, and all very creditable specimens of the fine arts,” 
—Pa. Ing. and Cour. 


“The Religious Souvenir for 1835, as rich in pictoral 
decorations and literary contributions as its predecessor. 
One story, the Calumet, or the Christian Indian, is worth 
the price of the whole work—it is worthy a place in a 
work projected by BEDELL, and carried on by that dis- 
tinguished divine until he ceased to have direct connex- 
ion with things of earth. It shows that now, as of old, the 
favourites of Apollo were gifted with double powers,”— 
U. 8S. Gazette. 


‘«The reading contents we think much superior to the 
articles inthe number for 1 Among the contributors, 
in addition to the late editor, Dr. Bedell, we notice the 
initials of Miss Gould, Miss Woodbridge, W. G Clark, 
Mrs. Sigourney, and others of equal celebrity ia the lie- 
rary world. ‘The obituary notice of Dr. Bedell, and the 
poem to his memory, are extremely well written. The 
Invasion, by Mrs. Sigourney, and the Calumet, by M., 
are deeply interesting sketches, but scarcely more enter- 
taining and profitable than various other articles from 
other writers. The volume altogether possesses strong 
attractions, and will no doubt be early sought after by 
the reading community. It is needless to add that the 
typographical execution and binding are of the most fin- 
ished character.”—Phil. Gazette. 


‘‘We have only time at present to notice its appearance, 
and to say that it appears to us to correspond entirely, 
both in the beauty of its decorations and the value of its 
articles, with the preceding volumes.—The fact, that its 
preparation was the last literary labour of its lamented 
editor, invests it with a melancholy interest, and in con- 
nexion with its intrinsic merit, will secure for it at once 
the favour of the public.’”— Epis. Rec. 


NEW JUVENILE BOOKS. 


§ tee Evening Walk or the Rambou; The Life of Dan- 
iel, by the author of the Life of David; The Widow 
and her Son; The Sisters; The Good Resolution; The 
Affectionate Daughter-in-law; Litthe Edward, with col’d 
plates; Charles Clifford, by the author of the Only Son; 
The London Boy; ‘The Good Indian Missionary ; Green- 
land Mission, or interesting incidents in the lives of Mora- 
vian Converts; Customs and Anecdotes of the Green- 
landers; Catharine Gray, with numerous engravings; The 
Flower Book, with coloured ongreian Amelia Finley 
or the careless reading of the Bibletreproved; George 
and Lucey, or the advantage of seif denial to a little boy; 
Touch Not Taste Not; The Disobedient Children Punish- 
ed; Ellen Carroll; The Ringleader, a tale for boys; Se- 
lumiel, or visit to Jerusalem, a handsomely engraved 
map of the city of Jerusalem, exhibiting the location of 
the most important places mentioned in'the New Testa- 
ment as correctly as can be obtained, intended to accom- 
pany ‘ Selumiel’ 
Books prepared for the American Sunday School Union 
by the late Rev. G. T. Bedell, D. D. viz: Robert Benton 
or let it alone tili to-morrow; Life of Leigh Richmond; 
the Life of Moses; the Life and Travéls of St. Paul, with 
a map, illustrating the work. | 


TAHITI, viz: 


1. Manners and Customs of the South Sea Islanders, 
especially those of Tahiti, formerly Otaheite. ; 

2, An interesting view of the efforts made to give 
the light of the Gospel to Tahiti, and the neighbouring 
islands. 

& 3. Tahiti as it exists under the light of the Gospel., 


THE HARVEY BOYS. 


Illustrating the evils of Intemperance and their remedy. 
This volume just published, obtained the premium of one 
hundred dollars, offered by the American Sunday School 
Union, for the best approved work that should exhibit the 
evils of intemperance, and an account of the means that 
have been so sudcessiully employed in arresting its pro- 

ress. ‘This has been done in a form which seemed most 
ikely to bring the important er to the attention of the 
young. Mr. Harvey, who made it a practice to let his 
children gain their knowledge by their own observation, 
takes his two sons to the Tavern, the Jail, and the Poor 
House, that they may see for themselves, the sure conse- 
quences of intemperate habits. They Olearn from a 
visit to two ships in the harbour, one of which is a tempe- 
rance vessel, and a survey of two farms, one of which is 
conducted without ardent spirits, and from various inci- 
dents happily scattered throughout the story, the benefit 
of the sovereign remedy of entire abstinence. ~The book 
is calculated for an extensive circulation, and it is hoped 
that it will be as widely beneficial as it is interesting and 
instructive. Sixteenth Series of the pete of Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union’s publications. Price 21 cts. 

The above with a large assortment of Juvenile Books, 
may constantly be found at the book, store of the Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union 146 Chesnut st. Philadelphia. 

Nov. 20. 3 


PALE SPERMACETI OIL WINTER STRAINED 


UST RECEIVED, some of the .best New Bedford 
J Oil, which will be sold by the barrel or gallon at the 
Also, sperm, mould and dipt candles, 


ices. 
lowest pric and ‘Tea store, 


for sale at the Temperance, Grocery, 
N. W. corner of 10th and Race streets. 


SCOFIELD & Co. 


RARE AND VALUABLE BOOKS. 


ARRICU Bibliotheca Gracca, 12 volumes 4to edition 
1790 ; St. Chrysostomi’s hole works, 4vs. folio; 
St Jerome’s works, Svs. folio ; Wittsii’s works, 4vs. 4to. 


ALL THE ANNUALS FOR 1835, 


With a large old books. 
ived and for sale by 
J. WHETHAM, 
Theological and Classical Bookseller, — 
22 south Fourth street. 


| Memoirs and Correspondence of 


BURDER’S MEMOIRS OF EMINENTLY 
PIOUS WOMEN. 
J J WOODWARD, No. 7 Minor street Philadelphia, 
* ™ * has just published an elegant edition of Memoirs 

of Pious Women, by Rev. Samuel Burder, D.D. author of 
Oriental Customs, in one Royal octavo volume of 730 © 
pages, ornamented with fine Portraits on steel, and con- 
taining upwards of seventy interesting Memoirs, which are 
selling im a separate and detached form at more than ten = 
times the price at which this volume is offered—Price only 
$2 50 handsomely bound—§2 25 in cloth. Persons remit- 
ting the amount of five copies will have one copy added 
without charge. 


‘This work should have a place in every Christian 
family.” 


MANTUA FEMALE BOARDING SCHOOL. 


THE Fall Term will commence on Wednesday the 
22d October. 

Instruction will be given in the several branches ef 
a substantial and finished education; viz. Orthography, 

eading, Pennmanship, English Grammar, Composition, 
Geography. History, Arithmetic, Logic, Rhetoric, and 
Natural and Moral Philosophy. 

Terms—Boarding, ‘Tuition, and Washing $25 
quarter paid in advance, Beds and bedding furnished at | 
the Institution without any additional charge. 

Lessons on the Piano, $10 per quarter, extra. é 

Every attention will be paid to the health, the comfort, 
and the moral and intellectual improvement of the pupils. 
This Institution is easy of access, being located on the 
Philadelphia and Lancaster Turnpike, and abgut a mile 
from thg Pennsylvania Rail Way. Forty-two miles from4 
Philadelphia. | 

References can be had to any of the Presbyterian. 
Clergy of Philadelphia ; to Rev. A. Boyd, Newtown, Pa.. 
and Rey. Charles Williamson, Woodbury, New Jersey. 

JAMES LATTA, Principal. 

Oct. 9—41* 


TEMPERANCE STORES. 


Ripe Subscribers respectfully inform their customers 
and the friends of temperance, that they have iately 
reduced the prices of their Teas, to correspond with pre- 
sent wholesale prices, as follows: 


‘Best quality Gunpowder Tea, per Ib., $1 00 
Secopd do. do. do. 75 
Best do Imperial do. . 1 00 
Second do. do. do. 75 
Best do. Young Hyson do. 1 00 
Second do. do. do. 715 
Third do. do. fair Tea, do. 50 
First quality Mohea Black Tea, 75 
Do. do. Black Tea, such as is in common use, 50 
Second quality Black Tea, a good strong Tea, 374 


Every endeavaqur has been made to get the best Teas 

that can be procured in this and New York cities. And 

they are believed to be equal in quality to apy in the. 
market, and warranted perlectly free from any favoue 

that could be imparted to them, from being sold in cons 

nexion with iquors or other articles, 


ALSO—JUST RECEIVED, 


100 Bags of Coffee, equal in flavour and goodness to 
Mocha, or any other Cofice, price 124 ets. per Ib. 

ALSO—200 Bags, comprising Mocha, Old and New 
Java, Liberia, Manilla, Sonal St. Domingo, Rio, 
Laguyra and Maracaibo Coffee, of best ces a and at 
the lowest prices, by the Bag, or at Retail. 


BALDWIN & COLTON. 
2444 Market street above 7th south side, and 


S W corner 2d and Dock streets 
Oct. 30. 


ABINGTON YOUNG LADIES’ SEMINARY. 
UNDER THE CARE OF THE 


REV. ROBERT STEEL. 


(puis Institution is located in a beautiful and healthy 

part of the country, 11 miles from Philadelphia, on 
the road to Easton. Every attention will be paid to the 
health of the pupils, as well as to their intellectual and 
moral culture. When the weather is unsuitable for walk- 
ing, @n opportunity will be furnished for exercise on 
horseback. For particulars as to Terms, course of Study, 
&c., inquire of the subscriber. 7 

R. STEEL. 


VALUABLE THEOLOGICAL AND CLAS- 
SICAL BOOKS. 


‘HE Works of the Rev. John Howe. Moshiem’s 

Church History, by Murdock. Bloomfield’s Critical 
Digest. Works of the Rev. John Owen. Rosenmmuller 
on the New Testament. Geseniu’s Commentary on Jere- 
miah. Rosenmuller on the Old Testament, in Compend. 
Kuincel on the New'l'estament, Stackhouse’s History of 
the Bible. Lightfoot’s Works. Bretschneider’s Greek 
and Latin Lexiéon. Shuckford’s Connexions, London. 
Prideaux’s Connexions, new edition. ‘The Religious Sou- - 
venir, a Christmas, New Year’s and Birthday Present, by 
G. T. Bedell, D. D., Rector of St. Andrew’s Church, 
Philacelphia. The Oriental Annual. The Gem. Friend- 
ship's Offering. The Forget-Me-Not. The Juvenile For- 
get-Me-Not, with all the London and American Annuals 
for 1835. Barnes’ Notes on the Acts, with the Book of . 


Questions. 
FEMALE CONVENTS. 


The Secrets of Nunneries Disclosed, compiled from the 
Autograph Manuscripts of Scipio De Ricci, Roman Cath- 
olic Bishop of Pestora and Prato, by Mr. De Potter, 
edited by Thomas Roscoe. 

Henry’s, Scott’s, Gill’s, Clark’s, and Barnes’ Commenta- 
ries, with a large and general assortment of Theological 
and Classical Books.—For Sale by 

JOHN C. PECHIN, 
Late George, Latimer & Co. 
No. 13 South Fourth st. 


NEW BOOKS IN PRESS. ; 
The Second Edition of Bread of Deceit. The Young 
Ladies Book of Piety. A Sketch of Chinese History, by 
Rev. Charles Gutzlaff—Barnes’ Notes on the Romans. 


DR. BROWNLEE’S LETTERS. 


In press, and will speedily be published, 


*PPHE Letters which Dr. Brownlee addressed to the 
Roman Priests. during the controversy, with the addi- 
tional letters carefully revised and corrected by the author ; . 
together with an Appendix, containing important tilus- 
trations and valuable documents—will be published with 
all convenient despatch, in a handsome octavo volume, 
on new type, fine paper, and neatly done up in cloth. 
Orders for the above work, will be receivdd by 


J. WHETHAM, 
22 South Fourth st. 


VALUABLE BOOKS. 
XNHRISTIAN LIBRARY, 2 vols. 8vo., containing 


/ in a small space, the wtitings of several distin- 
guished authors. Forgiveness of Sin; A Practical Expo- 
sition of Psalm exxx.,. abridged from the original of John 
Owen, D.D., by Ebenezer Porter, D.D. Memoirs of 
Amcrican Missionaries, with an Introductory Essay, by 
Leonard Woods, D.D. Memoir of James Brainerd 
Taylor. Memoir of Henry Martyn. Life of Oberlin. 
annah More 2 vols. 
‘The complete works of John Milton | vol. 8vo. Howe’s 
Works. Schmucker’s Popular Theology. Father But- 
ler or Sketches of Irish Manners, by the author of Father 
Ciement. House I live in. House of a Thief. Praise 
and Blame. Right and Wrong; &c. &c, The Religious 


Souvenir for 1835. 
For sale by | HENRY PERKINS 
158 Chesnut street. 
Books suitable for public and private libraries, and for 
Sabbath Schoo!s constantly on hand for sale as above. 


THE GOSPEL OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
just Published, and for sale by Alexander Teowar, 
19h James street, ‘he Gospel of the Old Testament, 
by Mrs. Fry. Author of the Listener, &c. ' 
Oct. 16.—3t 


SECRETS OF FEMALE CONVENTS 
DISCLOSED. 


Convents—Secrets of Nunneries Disclosed, 
compiled from the Autograph Mapruscripts of Scipio 
De Ricci, Roman Catholic Bishop of Pistora and Prato, 
by Mr. De Potter, edited by ‘Thomas Roscoe, with an In- — 
troductory Essay and Appendix. 


LORRETTE. | 
HE History of Louise, daughter of a Canadian Nun, 
T exhibiting the interior of Female Convents. Third 
Edition. 
Calvin’s Institute, 3 vols. Ridgely’s Divinity, 4 vols. 
Flavel’s Works, 6 vols. Stackhouse’s History of the 


le by : 
Bible.—For sale by I. WHETHAM, 
22 South Fourth st. 


FRESH TEAS AT REDUCED PRICES. 


mpHe Subscribers, a few month’s since, reduced the 

prices of their Teas, and they are now enabled to 
make another reduction by their late favourable pur- 
chases. They can confidently assert that their Teas are 
equal in flavour, and sold at as low prices as any in the 
city. The last supply just received, via New York from 
Canton, are of a very superior flavour, and they respect- 
fully invite their customers and the public to call and ex- 
amine them. 

Also, NEW YORK CANAL FLOUR, so justly es- 
Grocery Store N. W. corner of ‘Tenth and Na ets. 

SCOFIELD & Co. 


PSALMS & HYMNS. 


4 PPROVED by the General Assembly of the Presby- 
 terian Church, and for sale b 


SOLOMON ALLEN, 


may 25—iftfw, No 117 Chesnut st. 
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